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Welcome to the eighteenth edition of the Commonwealth 8.7 Network Newsletter!

Here you will find news about the 8.7 Network, the impact of our work across all regions,
useful resources and tools, as well as our latest updates and activities.

@CMW87network
www.commonwealth-87.org

Commonwealth 8.7 Network LinkedIn
Commonwealth 8.7 Network Facebook

#Commonwealth87net

About the Commonwealth 8.7 Network

The Commonwealth 8.7 Network is an international, member-driven network of over 100 national
and local civil society organisations and individuals united by a common vision to eradicate
contemporary forms of slavery and human trafficking.

Our members work on diverse issues including survivor advocacy, direct assistance
and vocational training for survivors, child protection, women's rights, migrants’ rights, indigenous
peoples’ rights, and human rights due diligence for businesses. 

Founded by the Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative, the Commonwealth 8.7 Network is
named after the UN Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) Target 8.7. The Network serves as a
knowledge-sharing platform working collaboratively to raise awareness, build capacity, and
advocate for legal and policy change. 

In 2019, the Commonwealth 8.7 Network received the Commonwealth Secretary-General’s Award
for Innovation for Sustainable Development.

Join us today and let's work together to eradicate contemporary forms of slavery and human
trafficking!

https://www.commonwealth-87.org/become-a-member

Meet Winnie Mutevu, Member of the 8.7 Network Capacity
Building and Communications Working Group

Dear 8.7 Network Members and Friends,

I am pleased to present this edition of the 8.7 Quarterly Newsletter,
which examines human trafficking as a highly organised and rapidly
evolving form of crime. As a member of this vibrant community
committed to tackling modern slavery and trafficking in persons, I am
honoured to introduce this timely focus on the systems and networks
that enable these crimes to persist.

Human trafficking is increasingly being recognised not just as a
human rights violation, but as a complex and deeply entrenched
form of organised crime. According to the UNODC's 2024 Global
Report on Trafficking in Persons, traffickers are becoming more
agile, more networked, and more technologically enabled—while
global convictions decline and vulnerabilities continue to rise.

This edition explores how trafficking operations co-opt financial
systems, transport networks, and digital platforms to exploit people
across borders. It also highlights how coordinated, regional
responses are helping to strengthen law enforcement, disrupt
criminal supply chains, and support victim protection efforts. At its
core, the fight against human trafficking is about restoring dignity,
ensuring justice, and safeguarding human resilience.

We hope the stories here fuel dialogue, sharpen strategies, and
inspire deeper cross-sector collaboration. Tackling human trafficking
takes all of us - and it begins with understanding how deeply
organised and adaptable these crimes truly are.

Winnie Mutevu, Advocacy, Partnerships and Development Manager,
Awareness Against Human Trafficking (HAART Kenya)

Spotlight

On Human Trafficking as an Organised Crime

Human trafficking today is not merely an isolated abuse; it is a vast, global network of organised
crime. Generating an estimated 150 billion USD annually, trafficking remains one of the world’s
most lucrative illicit trades. These networks span borders and rely on violence, deception and
coercion to traffic millions of people for forced labour, sexual exploitation, cyber fraud, organ
removal and other abuses.

Yet trafficking does not operate in a vacuum. It is deeply entangled with other criminal enterprises
such as drug trafficking, arms smuggling and money laundering. These interconnected crimes
flourish in environments marked by weak legal frameworks, high levels of corruption and under-
resourced enforcement systems. Across the globe, even in countries with robust legislation, there
remain persistent failures in victim identification and the successful prosecution of traffickers.

Increasingly, the infrastructure that underpins legitimate global commerce is being exploited to
enable trafficking. Financial systems, including banks, remittance services, shell companies and
unregulated digital platforms, are routinely used to launder proceeds. At the same time, transport
networks such as airlines, bus services and shipping companies are manipulated to move victims
across borders, often by exploiting loopholes in travel documentation or weak identification
protocols.

Technology has also fundamentally reshaped trafficking operations. Social media platforms,
encrypted messaging apps and online job portals are now key tools of exploitation, used to recruit,
monitor and control victims. According to the UNODC’s 2024 Global Report, this increasing digital
sophistication has coincided with a global decline in trafficking convictions, even as the scale of the
crime continues to grow.

Finally, trafficking hotspots remain closely tied to regions experiencing political instability, armed
conflict or economic collapse. In such contexts, organised criminal networks find fertile ground for
expansion, capitalising on state fragility, social vulnerability and the absence of protection for those
most at risk.

Human Trafficking as Organised Crime: A Collective Challenge and HAART’s Response
By Winnie Mutevu,
Advocacy, Partnerships and Development Manager, Awareness Against Human Trafficking
(HAART Kenya)

The East and Horn of Africa remains a major source, transit, and destination for trafficking victims.
Every year, thousands are moved across porous borders, often under the guise of labour
migration. Political instability in countries like South Sudan, Ethiopia, and Somalia, combined with
high youth unemployment, continues to drive the trade. Since 2022, HAART has sheltered a
growing number of foreign nationals rescued or intercepted by law enforcement.

 

Cybercrime, Human Trafficking, and Dirty Money: Why Financial Integrity Must Mean
Human Integrity
By Dr Stephen Morse,
CEO of Unchained Solutions, Sydney

Cybercrime is now one of the world’s fastest-growing underground economies — and it thrives on
human exploitation. Across Southeast Asia, industrial-scale scam compounds blend forced
labour, technology, and criminal enterprise. According to Interpol, these operations, which
expanded significantly during the COVID-19 pandemic, now generate up to 3 trillion USD
annually.

Human Trafficking and Organised Crime in Australia: A Hidden Crisis
By Sally Irwin,
Founder,  Freedom Hub, Australia

Human trafficking remains one of the most insidious and profitable forms of organised crime in
Australia. Yet it often escapes public awareness until a shocking case emerges. Recent events in
Brisbane underscore the extent to which this crime is entrenched and diverse.

8.7 Members' News

A selection of achievements and new projects by our members

Unchained Solutions, Australia, has been awarded the
Bronze ROAR Award in the Social Change Hero category,
recognising their commitment to creating lasting impact
beyond compliance. Through values-driven leadership and
strategic partnerships, Unchained continues to mobilise the
business sector in the fight against modern slavery,
championing ethical practices and courageous action.

Engage Now Africa, Ghana, held community training
sessions in rural villages as part of its Human Trafficking
Awareness Project. Using performances and flyers, the
initiative educated participants and equipped them with the
knowledge and skills to protect themselves and their families
from exploitation.

Survivors’ Network, Cameroon, with support from the United
Nations Voluntary Trust Fund, is empowering vulnerable
women in the country through a skills acquisition project.
Participants are receiving hands-on training in manicure,
pedicure, and traditional regalia marking-fostering
independence, creativity, and economic opportunity.

Challenging Heights, Ghana, in partnership with the STAR-
Ghana Foundation, hosted a Child Protection Committee
training workshop in Ekumfie Immuna. The workshop
focused on the theme of volunteerism and emphasised the
need for community-driven action to prevent child trafficking
and exploitation.

HAART Kenya and Kenya Airways have signed a landmark
partnership to enhance support for survivor repatriation. The
collaboration ensures safe, dignified travel for trafficking
survivors returning home, reflecting both organisations’
commitment to trauma-informed, victim-centred care.

To mark the World Day Against Trafficking in Persons,
Devatop Centre for Africa Development, Nigeria, partnered
with six civil society organisations for a strategic engagement
with the Nigerian Immigration Service. Together, they
sensitised immigration officers on the urgent need to
strengthen anti-trafficking efforts in Nigeria’s border
communities.

Rahab Uganda, together with partners, organised an
awareness march from the National Theatre to Mestil Hotel.
The event highlighted that the World Day Against Trafficking
in Persons is not merely about drawing attention to the
crime, but about mobilising the public to engage in
prevention and response efforts to end human trafficking in
Uganda.

Empower People,  India, with support from the L'Oréal Fund
for Women, brought together survivor leaders under Project
EASE. Through counselling, legal aid, skills training, and
livelihood support, Project EASE addresses vulnerabilities in
Assam’s Dhubri district.

Through its Activating Survivor’s Advocacy Programme
(ASAP), Empower People has also facilitated the formation
of a State-Level Survivors’ Collective in Haryana—a growing
alliance of women-led, district-based community
organisations confronting bride trafficking and gender-based
violence as systemic, organised crimes. The collective is
actively mobilising across districts to demand systemic
reforms and assert their rights in the face of institutionalised
injustice.

Project Liber8, Malaysia, commemorated the World Day
Against Child Labour in Tawau with over 200 students and
stakeholders under the theme “Generasi Sang Pemimpi”
(Generation of Dreamers). Held at Grace Alternative
Guidance Centre, the event spotlighted the EU-funded ILO–
UNICEF project and initiatives like Tuai Cerita, calling for
collective action to ensure every child can learn and dream
freely.

The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP)
launched its State of Human Rights 2024 report, highlighting
political dysfunction, attacks on free speech, minority
persecution, rising child abuse, violence against women, and
neglect of workers’ rights and the environment. HRCP called
for urgent reforms to protect fundamental freedoms.

The Foundation for Innovative Social Development, Sri
Lanka, in collaboration with the University of Kelaniya’s
Gender Centre, held a Blue Umbrella Day awareness
workshop to engage students as future leaders in child
protection. The session emphasised the importance of
safeguarding children’s rights and mobilising youth to
prevent abuse and exploitation in their communities.

SPECTRA, India, with support from the Ashraya Hastha
Trust, is implementing the Sustainable Water Resources
Development and Management (SWRDM) Project in Alwar,
Rajasthan, India. The initiative brings sustainable solutions to
communities facing critical water challenges, improving
access, resilience, and long-term water security.

SERAC-Bangladesh hosted a national workshop under the
#YouthCatalyst initiative by UNFPA Bangladesh, with support
from Sida. The event brought together youth organisations
working to advance sexual and reproductive health and
rights (SRHR) and climate resilience. It focused on
amplifying youth voices, fostering collective action, and
developing a roadmap for policy impact.

Justice and Care, UK, hosted an event titled “City and Legal
Series: Modern Slavery & Supply Chains”, featuring a
keynote speech by Theresa May. She urged business
leaders and legal professionals to move beyond
transparency and take substantive action to address forced
labour risks in corporate supply chains.

Justice and Care has been selected as one of Simmons &
Simmons’ Charities of the Year, strengthening its ability to
support survivors and fight trafficking through legal and
advocacy work. This partnership will help fund Justice and
Care’s frontline efforts in rescue, aftercare, and policy
reform, while raising awareness among legal professionals
about modern slavery and exploitation in the UK and
globally.

The Human Trafficking Foundation, UK, hosted an expert-led
forum on the theme “Who Profits from Exploitation and Can
We Stop It?”, bringing together practitioners and
policymakers to examine financial investigations, supply
chain accountability, and tools for prevention. The session
fostered cross-sector dialogue on dismantling profit-driven
systems that enable modern slavery.

It’s a Penalty, UK, launches an anti-human trafficking
campaign featuring seven footballers speaking out against
exploitation. The initiative aims to raise global awareness
ahead of major sporting events, encouraging fans and the
public to recognise, report, and prevent human trafficking
and abuse.

Events for your calendars

16 September 2025 Human Trafficking Foundation Online Forum: AI and
Modern Slavery

This online forum will explore the role of artificial intelligence
in modern slavery and human trafficking. The session will
examine the risks, harms, and potential solutions AI presents
for those at risk of exploitation, survivors, and protection
systems.

Find more information here.

25 September 2025 5th Annual General Meeting of the Commonwealth 8.7
Network! 

The 8.7 AGM will be an opportunity for members to connect
across regions, learn from each other, and shape the future
of our work together. If you are not yet a member and are
interested in joining a global community committed to tackling
modern slavery, we welcome you to join us. 

Find more info on becoming a member here. 
Got questions?
Reach out to us at:  8.7network@humanrightsinitiative.org

16 October 2025 Data to Disrupt Trafficking Awards 2025

Hosted by STOP THE TRAFFIK, the bi-annual Data to
Disrupt Trafficking (D2DT) Awards celebrate innovative use
of data, technology, and collaboration in the fight against
human trafficking. Nominations are now open to
organisations, projects, and partnerships leveraging these
tools to combat exploitation.

Find more information here.

Resources and Tools

Inflection Point: Trends and Patterns of Human Trafficking and
Cyberfraud in Southeast Asia
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)

This report uncovers the rise of cyberfraud compounds across
Southeast Asia, driven by organised criminal syndicates. It details
how trafficking victims are lured into scam operations through
deception and coercion, and highlights the expanding global
footprint of these operations, now reaching into Africa and Latin
America.

Find the report here.

How Supply and Demand Generate Sexual Exploitation and
Protection from Prosecution
Matt Hopkins, Rachel Keighley and Teela Sanders 

This article introduces the concept of organised crime as an
ecosystem, focusing on how sexual exploitation is structured and
sustained in the UK. Drawing on interviews with law enforcement
and Adult Service Website Operators, it explores how organiser,
marketer, and buyer roles interact to enable profit generation and
avoid prosecution—illustrating the interdependent dynamics that
sustain exploitation.

Find the article here.

When Victims of Modern Slavery Became Offenders: The
Unravelling of the UK’s Modern Slavery Agenda
David Gadd and Rose Broad

This article examines recent criminal cases in England and Wales to
explore why some trafficking victims break the law—and how the
statutory defence is increasingly under threat. Through case
analysis, the authors challenge common stereotypes of victimhood
and highlight the complex, often impossible choices faced by
survivors navigating hostile immigration systems and post-trauma
realities.

Find the article here.

Assessing Human Trafficking and Cybercrime Intersections
Through Survivor Narratives
Suleman Lazarus, Mina Chiang and Mark Button

This article explores how digital tools are increasingly used to
facilitate human trafficking, drawing directly from survivor narratives
to reveal how cyber-enabled tactics—such as online grooming,
surveillance, and coercion—intersect with exploitation. It
underscores the need for survivor-informed responses to cybercrime
and trafficking.

Read the article here.

EU Serious and Organised Crime Threat Assessment (EU-
SOCTA) 2025
European Commission

This report examines how organised crime is evolving and
increasingly affecting EU internal security. It outlines emerging
threats, including the infiltration of legal markets, criminal use of
technology, and the growing complexity of transnational networks—
calling for stronger, coordinated EU-level action.

Find the report here.

Independent Modern Slavery Advocacy: Working Together For
Lasting Change
Hope for Justice

This briefing outlines the critical role of Independent Modern Slavery
Advocates (IMSAs) in supporting survivors through the National
Referral Mechanism and beyond. The report calls for improved multi-
agency collaboration, sustained funding, and legislative backing to
ensure survivor-centred advocacy becomes a core part of the UK’s
anti-trafficking response.

Find the briefing here.

Untapping a Power
Anti Trafficking and Labour Exploitation Unit (ATLEU)

This report explores how lived experience can drive meaningful
change in the anti-trafficking sector. It highlights the importance of
recognising, resourcing, and embedding survivor voice—not only to
improve systems and services but to empower those with lived
experience as agents of change.

Find the report here.

Migrant Domestic Workers and Trafficking in Persons:
Prevention, Rights Protection and Access to Justice
Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and
children

This report examines how legal and policy gaps expose migrant
domestic workers to trafficking risks. It highlights barriers such as
tied visas, weak labour protections, and limited access to justice—
emphasising the compounded vulnerabilities linked to gender, race,
and migration status.

Read the report here.

“You get burnt out…you get exhausted”: An Initial Exploration
of Workers’ Experiences in Dark Kitchens
Focus on Labour Exploitation (FLEX)

FLEX has published a new report exploring the experiences of
workers in "dark kitchens"—delivery-only food production sites. The
research highlights exploitative working conditions, including low
pay, lack of job security, and intense pressure, often exacerbated by
opaque business models. The report calls for stronger protections
and greater transparency in the gig economy.

Read the report here.

More than Words: How Definitions Impact on the UK’s
Response to Child Trafficking and Exploitation
ECPAT UK

This report, commissioned by the Independent Anti- Slavery
Commissioner (IASC) and the Modern Slavery Policy and Evidence
Centre (MSPEC) at the University of Oxford, and led by ECPAT UK,
explores how child trafficking and exploitation is currently defined
and understood across the UK. It highlights inconsistencies in
support, risks of re-trafficking, and gaps in child protection responses
—calling for urgent systemic reform to protect vulnerable children.

Find the report here.

Join our Network!

Join us today and let's work to eradicate contemporary forms of slavery and human trafficking!
Together, we can raise awareness, strengthen skills, share good practices and advocate for
changes to laws and policies.

The Commonwealth 8.7 Network offers three membership categories for organisations and
individuals who share our vision. To learn more about how you can join, visit:
https://www.commonwealth-87.org/become-a-member

Send us your Stories!

If you are a member of the Commonwealth 8.7 Network and would like to be featured in the next
issue of our newsletter, we invite you to get in touch and share your stories and photos!

Thank you!

Keep up to date with us via email and our social media platforms. 

Email YouTube Twitter LinkedIn Facebook

We are grateful to all those who have contributed to this edition of The 8.7 Quarterly newsletter
and invite you to share it with your networks.
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