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Welcome to the sixth edition of the Commonwealth 8.7 Network newsletter!

Here you will find news about the 8.7 Network, the impact of our work across all regions,
useful resources and tools, as well as our latest updates and activities.

@CMW87network
www.commonwealth-87.org
Commonwealth 8.7 LinkedIn

#Commonwealth87net

About the Commonwealth 8.7 Network

The Commonwealth 8.7 Network is an international member-driven network of over 60
national  and local civil society organisations, that  share a  common vision to eradicate
contemporary forms of slavery and human trafficking.

Our members work on diverse issues that include anti-trafficking initiatives, survivor advocacy,
first assistance, provision of vocational training and other support to survivors, the protection of
children, women's rights, migrant workers' rights, the rights of indigenous peoples, and  supply
chain impact assessment.

The 8.7 Network was founded by the Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative  and is named
after  UN Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) Target 8.7 which encourages states to take
immediate and effective measures to eradicate contemporary forms of slavery. The 8.7 Network
serves as a knowledge-sharing platform that  works  collaboratively to raise awareness, build
capacity, and advocate for changes to laws and policies. 

In 2019, the 8.7  Network received the Commonwealth Secretary-General’s Innovation for
Sustainable Development Award.

Join us today and let's work together to eradicate contemporary forms of slavery and
human trafficking!  www.commonwealth-87.org/become-a-member

 
Message from the 8.7 Network's Communications and

Capacity Building Working Group

Dear 8.7 Network Members and Friends,
 
We’re pleased to present the summer edition of The 8.7
Quarterly Newsletter. Whether the summer months are a time
of rest and recovery for you or not, we know that the hard work
of protecting and advocating for people at risk of human
trafficking is ongoing and benefits from our partnerships and
capability building activities. 
 
In this newsletter, our Network highlights current issues with
sports trafficking, including the exploitation of minors in the
participation of sporting events, the exploitation of low-skilled
migrants in the construction of event facilities, and how major
sporting events can serve as magnets for the exploitation of people in sex work. These stories
made headlines recently, with concerns raised internationally over the poor and at times fatal
treatment of people involved in the construction of the stadiums built for the FIFA World Cup to be
held in Qatar from late November.
 
From 28 July 2022, the City of Birmingham (UK) will host the 22nd Commonwealth Games,
involving an expected 72 countries and territories of the Commonwealth of Nations. To mark this
event, the 8.7 Network is hosting a webinar on 18 July to highlight the efforts made by the Games
Organising Committee to mitigate the risk of modern slavery in the preparation and execution of
the Games. We will also hear about the important role that civil society organisations like
Mission89 and It’s a Penalty play in raising awareness and working with a range of key
stakeholders to prevent abuse, exploitation and trafficking.
 
As member organisations of the Commonwealth 8.7 Network, the Games in Birmingham present
an opportunity to highlight issues surrounding human trafficking and sport and what good practice
solutions look like for major event organisers, governments and corporate sponsors. In a world in
which sport represents a universal image of hope, we can both call out foul play and ignite the
flame of justice. 
 
Dr Stephen Morse, 8.7 Network Communications Working Group Member
Unchained Solutions, Sydney, Australia.

Spotlight

Sports Trafficking

Learn about It's a Penalty's Birmingham Campaign for the 2022
Commonwealth Games

8.7 Network Member, It's a Penalty

It’s a Penalty is a UK-based NGO with a global output. We
harness the power of sport in order to prevent abuse,
exploitation and human trafficking. 

In recent years, the link between human trafficking and
major sporting events has drawn global media attention and
been a cause for significant debate. 

Because of the underground nature of the crime, solid data on human trafficking around major
sporting events is limited. However, it has been suggested that the influx of a huge amount of
sporting fans and tourists to a city can exacerbate existing cycles of human trafficking and
exploitation. Indeed, anecdotal evidence from survivors of sexual exploitation reveals that some
traffickers see the increased tourism around these events as opportunities to make money. In the
lead-up-to major sporting events, the large demand for building and construction, as well as
hospitality services, can also increase the risk of trafficking for forced labour. 

The potential increase in risk associated with major sporting events does not, however, mean that
these crimes only take place in a city whilst it is hosting such an event. Media reports which
highlight the ‘dark side’ of major sporting events have often drawn attention away from the
ongoing problem of human trafficking and exploitation in a city in favour of sensationalisation, and
have therefore been rightly criticised. 

Recently, the issue of trafficking in and through sport has been highlighted, in high-profile cases of
the abuse of sportspeople by their coaches and doctors, and stories of aspiring athletes who are
trafficked by people posing as sports agents or talent scouts. As well as preventing human
trafficking from taking place around major sporting events, there is evidently a great need to
safeguard athletes, both professional and aspiring, from being exploited. 

Upcoming 8.7 Webinar

Don’t miss the 8.7 Network’s summer webinar on the topic of sports trafficking -  Foul Play?
Current Issues and Solutions in Sports Trafficking will take place on 18 July from 12.00pm
- 13.30pm BST. 

With the 2022 Commonwealth Games around the corner,   it is crucial to discuss the pervasive
issue of sports trafficking.

Human trafficking happens through and around sports, and we all have an important role to play
in raising awareness and preventing this issue - from athletes, to coaches, sports organisations,
policy makers, civil society actors, and spectators. We can harness the collective power of sport
to educate ourselves and prevent abuse, exploitation, and human trafficking on a global scale.

This 90-minute discussion will explore and analyse current trends in sports trafficking and
consider how we can work towards solutions. Speakers include experts in trafficking around major
sporting events, trafficking of people through sport, and trafficking prevention. 

Speakers:

Elizabeth Speller 
Advocacy Director, It's a Penalty
Member of the 8.7 Network
 
Claudia Villa-Hughes 
Head of Prevention,The Commonwealth Games Federation 
 
Dr May Ikeora
Senior Advisor, Mission89 
 
Moderator: Dr. Stephen Morse 
Founder and CEO, Unchained Solutions 
Member of the 8.7 Network

Network Action

The 8.7 Network at the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meetings
(CHOGM 2022)!

From left to right: Adrian Alexander (CURB, 8.7 Network Member), Salil Tripathi (Board Member, CHRI UK), Francisca Awah

Mbuli (Survivors' Network Cameroon, 8.7 Network Member), Madhurima Dhanuka (CHRI India), Sneh Aurora (CHRI UK),

Ugonna Ukaigwe (CHRI UK).

The 2022 Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) and related events took

place from 19 June - 25 June in Kigali, Rwanda. Heads of State gathered to reaffirm their

common values and agree on actions to improve the lives of people around the world. The

Commonwealth 8.7 Network played  an active role throughout this year's CHOGM forums,

ensuring the eradication of contemporary forms of slavery and human trafficking remained a

priority issue, and that human rights were always on the agenda.

Members of the 8.7 Network, along with the Secretariat, contributed to several sessions and

events at CHOGM 2022, including:

20 June: Women's Forum Official Panel: Women In Leadership: Beyond Numbers

Speaker: Francsica Awah Mbuli, Survivor's Network Cameroon 

20 June: Women’s Forum Official Panel: Engaging Men & Boys in Ending Violence

Against Women & Girls

Speaker: Francsica Awah Mbuli, Survivor's Network Cameroon

Moderator: Sneh Aurora, Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative, Secretariat

21 June: People’s Forum Session: ‘Exploring the Nexus between Climate Crisis and

Modern Slavery: Impacts, good practices and partnerships’ (organised by CHRI)

Speaker: Francsica Awah Mbuli, Survivor's Network Cameroon

Speaker: Adrian Alexander, CURB 

Intervention by video: Anne Pakoa, Vanuatu Human Rights Coalition

21 June: People’s Forum Session: ‘People-centred approaches in criminal justice

systems: Trends and Challenges (organised by CHRI)

Speaker: Adrian Alexander, CURB 

Some key reflections and takeaways from Network delegates: 

“Civil society voices were active at CHOGM2022! I believe it will take time to see the

outcomes of CHOGM materialise. I will be watching to see how Commonwealth leaders

vote on loss and damage at COP27 - if they don’t stand with Small Island Developing

States for our very existence, this will diminish the value of the work done in Kigali. On the

topic of modern slavery, I would like to see a Commonwealth day of observance on this

issue, and the 8.7 Network should  lead the charge on a methodology for rating

Commonwealth countries on their response to modern slavery.”

     - Adrian Alexander, CURB

“The Commonwealth 8.7 Network played a major role at CHOGM 2022 and had great

influence over the entire programme. I think the Commonwealth needs to prioritise the

fight against modern slavery, rather than merely working on it as a requirement. The

Commonwealth should push stakeholders to uphold human rights and pursue anti-

trafficking across their work.”

     - Francisca Awah Mbuli, Survivors’  Network 

"I believe the 8.7 Network and CHRI successfully reminded Commonwealth States at

CHOGM 2022 of their commitments to eradicate forced labour, modern slavery, and human

trafficking, while also urging them to redouble their efforts with concrete action. I'm proud

of the collective action we took, in particular through our joint statement on the eradication

of modern slavery and human trafficking which was endorsed by over 100 organisations

across the world. We will watch the actions of  Commonwealth States closely, and we will

continue encouraging them to implement effective measures towards the eradication of

modern slavery and trafficking."

     - Sneh Aurora, CHRI UK, Secretariat to the 8.7 Network

Opportunity for Network Members
Contribute to CHRI report on Child Labour

Does your organisation work to eradicate child labour? Have you been innovating in this space?

Then the Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI) wants to hear from you.

CHRI will soon release a report of good practice case studies from across the Commonwealth

that involve the elimination of child labour in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. The objective

is to spur innovation and collaboration on this issue.

If you have a story of good practice in response to increased child labour risks brought on by the

pandemic, please share with us! You will have the opportunity to be featured in CHRI's report. For

more information please get in touch with Maria Barraco, CHRI's Legal Research and Advocacy

Officer, at maria@humanrightsinitiative.org.

8.7 Members' News

New projects and publications from our members:

Commonwealth 8.7 Network joins over 100 organisations in
endorsing a joint statement on modern slavery

More than 100 anti-slavery organisations signed on to the
Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative’s (CHRI) joint
statement on modern slavery. The Commonwealth 8.7
Network, along with several individual organisations within
the Network were among the signatories. The statement,
which was presented at this year’s Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting (CHOGM) in Kigali, Rwanda, urged all
Commonwealth States commit to redoubling efforts to meet
SDG Target 8.7, to criminalise all forms of modern slavery, to
improve support for modern slavery survivors, and to ratify
and implement relevant international human rights
agreements.

Justice and Care wins Innovation Award

This past April, Justice and Care won the prestigious
Innovation Award at the Thomas Reuters Foundation’s Stop
Slavery Award for their innovative UK Victim Navigator
programme. This programme aims to transform how modern
slavery survivors are found and cared for by police, and
empowers them to bring their exploiters to justice.

Hope for Justice contributes to major report on human
trafficking in Norway

The Group of Experts on Action against Trafficking in Human
Beings (GRETA) published its third report on Norway in
June, with Hope for Justice providing invaluable insights as
part of the research. The report recommends that Norway
introduces a National Referral Mechanism, a process by
which people can formally be identified as victims of modern
slavery and human trafficking and access state support.

Ulula to create financial and digital literacy solutions for
garment workers in Bangladesh

An innovative business pilot by Ulula will help 135,000 ready-
made garment workers in Bangladesh, of whom at least 60
percent are women, build their financial and digital literacy
skills. The UN Capital Development Fund (UNCDF), together
with Wagely, Quizrr and Ulula have committed $556,000 to
improve the financial and digital inclusion of garment
workers.

International Cocoa Initiative’s newest study explores a
bundle of interventions to improve access to quality
education in Côte d’Ivoire

From 2019-2021, International Cocoa Initiative, in
partnership with Côte d’Ivoire's Ministry of Education,
implemented a pilot project in eight cocoa-growing
communities to improve teaching, learning, and school
facilities for primary school children. A new study, published
in May, finds that 'intervention schools' had more protective
school environments and higher levels of pupil wellbeing,
that teachers at these schools were significantly less likely to
use violence to discipline children, and that children at these
schools made significantly more progress in reading and
maths.

Upcoming Events

15 July 2022

    

Trauma-Informed Care: Identifying Human Trafficking in
Health & Mental Care

Online event
Join Mission Capital for a Trauma-Informed Care training,
which will empower medical and mental health providers to
identify human trafficking in healthcare settings and respond
in an effective, grounded, compassionate, trauma-sensitive
manner. Register here.

18 July 2022

 

Foul Play? Current Issues and Solutions in Sports
Trafficking

Online event

The Commonwealth 8.7 Network will host an
important session focused on current trends in sports
trafficking and how to work towards solutions.
Speakers include experts in trafficking around major sporting
events, trafficking of people through sport, and trafficking
prevention. Register here.

18 July 2022 Using human rights as a tool for social justice

Online workshop
Just Fair will host an interactive online workshop for
organisations and activists to explore social justice as a
human rights issue and how a human rights – specifically
economic, social and cultural rights – based approach is a
powerful tool in your campaigning. Register here.

21 July 2022 Demystifying the UN Human Rights mechanisms

Workshop in London

Join the Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI) for
a capacity building workshop to strengthen research and
advocacy skills. Meet other like minded individuals and
organisations who are united by a common vision to address
issues related to modern slavery. In you are based in a
European Commonwealth country, please register your
interest here.
 

22 July 2022 Peer Research Methods with Survivors of Modern
Slavery

Online event

Survivors of modern slavery will speak alongside researchers
at this Survivor Alliance UK CIC event. Learn about peer
researcher methods used in a year-long study on access to
psychological assistance for survivors of modern slavery, in
which survivors were core members of the research team.
This event will illuminate the methods used to integrate
survivors as peer researchers. Register here.

Last week of July 2022 Demystifying the UN Human Rights mechanisms

Virtual workshop for organisations based in Ghana, South
Africa, and Nigeria

Join the Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI) for
a capacity building workshop to strengthen research and
advocacy skills. Meet other like minded individuals and
organisations who are united by a common vision to address
issues related to modern slavery. In you are based in Ghana,
South Africa, or Nigeria, please register your interest here.
 

12 October 2022 or
21 October 2022

Aftercare for Survivors of Human Trafficking: A Trauma
Recovery Perspective

Online workshop

In this beginner/introductory level workshop by Michigan
State University School of Social Work, participants will
explore the complex trauma recovery process from human
trafficking. Participants will learn how to create a safe
environment to build trust toward trauma recovery for
survivors. Register here.

Resources and Tools

Report: The scale and scope of human trafficking in South
Eastern Europe
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

Over 450 anti-trafficking experts from 22 countries contributed to a
new United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) report,
which examines the root causes of trafficking, the profiles of the
victims and perpetrators, and trafficker recruitment methods in South
Eastern Europe.

Find the report here.

Report: Climate change, migration and vulnerability to
trafficking
The International Institute for Environment and Development

A new report from the International Institute for Environment and
Development (IIED) found that climate change is exacerbating
existing vulnerabilities to slavery and exploitation. The report
unpacks the underlying drivers that policymakers should target in
order to deal with this nexus.

Find the report here.

Magazine: Spring edition of Reporter
Anti-Slavery International

Anti-Slavery International’s spring edition of Reporter Magazine
covers child slavery, the UK Nationality and Borders Bill, migrant
worker’s rights, forced labour in the Uyghur Region, and climate
change and modern slavery, among other important topics.

Read the issue here.

Paper: Lessons learned in survivor inclusion
Walk Free

Survivor inclusion is crucial to developing and implementing
interventions that reflect survivor needs. A new policy paper from
Walk Free examines the inclusion of modern slavery survivors in
program design, implementation, and evaluation of anti-slavery and
counter-trafficking programs.

Find the paper here.

Report: The impact of the pandemic on the management of
fashion supply chains in India
Modern Slavery & Human Trafficking Policy and Evidence Centre
(PEC)

A new report by Modern Slavery & Human Trafficking Policy and
Evidence Centre (PEC). ‘Fashion Supply Chains, Modern Slavery
and the COVID-19 Pandemic: Impacts, Empathy and Resilience’,
examines UK fashion brands, Indian fashion supply chains, and key
stakeholders. The report highlights key findings and provides
recommendations for businesses and governments.

Read more here.

Report: The roles of women in arms trafficking
Small Arms Survey

‘Missing or Unseen? Exploring Women’s Roles in Arms Trafficking’,
a new report by Small Arms Survey, examines the extent to which
well-established small arms research methods can be used to
explore arms trafficking through a gender lens. The report applies
these methods in the form of three case studies – in Niger, Ukraine,
and the United States.

Find the report here.

Join our Network!

Join us today and let's work together to eradicate contemporary forms of slavery and human
trafficking! Collectively, we can raise awareness, strengthen skills, share good practice, and
advocate for change to laws and policies.

Our members have access to an exclusive Slack channel where we share ideas, resources and
tools! 

The 8.7 Network offers three membership categories based on the mandate of your organisation.
Individuals working on these issues can also apply. To learn more about how you can join,
visit: https://www.commonwealth-87.org/become-a-member

Send us your Stories!

If you are a member of the Commonwealth 8.7 Network and would like to be featured in the next
issue of our newsletter, we invite you to get in touch and share your stories and photos!

Thank you!

Keep up to date with us via email and our social media platforms. 

Email YouTube Twitter LinkedIn

We are grateful to all those who have contributed to this edition of The 8.7 Quarterly newsletter
and invite you to share it with your networks.
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