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Welcome to the eleventh edition of the Commonwealth 8.7 Network Newsletter!

Here you will find news about the 8.7 Network, the impact of our work across all regions,
useful resources and tools, as well as our latest updates and activities.

@CMW87network
www.commonwealth-87.org

Commonwealth 8.7 Network LinkedIn
Commonwealth 8.7 Network Facebook

#Commonwealth87net

About the Commonwealth 8.7 Network

The Commonwealth 8.7 Network is an international, member-driven network of 100 national and
local civil society organisations and individuals united by a common vision to eradicate
contemporary forms of slavery and human trafficking.

Our members work on diverse issues including survivor advocacy, direct assistance
and vocational training to survivors, child protection, women's rights, migrants’ rights, indigenous
peoples’ rights, and human rights due diligence for businesses. 

Founded by the Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative, the Commonwealth 8.7 Network is
named after the UN Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) Target 8.7. The Network serves as a
knowledge-sharing platform working collaboratively to raise awareness, build capacity, and
advocate for legal and policy change. 

In 2019, the Commonwealth 8.7 Network received the Commonwealth Secretary-General’s Award
for Innovation for Sustainable Development.

Join us today and let's work together to eradicate contemporary forms of slavery and human
trafficking!

https://www.commonwealth-87.org/become-a-member

Meet Jyoti Nale,
Member of the Commonwealth 8.7 Network

 Dear 8.7 Network Members and Friends,

From the Vipla Foundation in India, we are pleased to present the Autumn
edition of The 8.7 Quarterly Newsletter, which focuses on a subject of
significant relevance to Network members and others working to protect
human rights. In this edition, we delve into the harrowing realities of ‘Child
Marriage and Human Trafficking’, a pervasive concern despite international
efforts to address this issue. Studies draw unsettling connections between
child marriages and trafficking, illuminating a pressing issue demanding
attention.

Vipla Foundation is on a mission to ensure that nothing stops children of India from learning,
growing and flourishing. The organisation also works with women and girls from most vulnerable
communities and those who are victims of sexual violence including sex trafficking and provides
them with opportunities of education, employability, entrepreneurship, quality institutional care,
safe return, repatriation, and access to justice. Vipla Foundation is at the forefront of combating
human trafficking in India and has supported over 5,000 survivors, recognising the vicious cycles
of poverty and gender-based violence that heighten vulnerability.

Our dataset analysing 163 victim inquiries underscores crucial vulnerabilities—age, education,
marital status, and dependent children—shining a light on the need for a holistic approach to
protect vulnerable girls and women. There is an imperative for a multifaceted approach to
safeguard vulnerable individuals, emphasising the need for not just isolated interventions but
systemic changes.

To tackle these deeply rooted issues, it's evident that our actions must extend beyond mere
awareness. Long-term solutions require strategic systemic alterations, addressing fundamental
aspects like poverty, education, and gender discrimination. Through a concerted effort, we can
pave the way for transformative change and ensure a brighter future for those trapped in these
cycles of exploitation.

Jyoti Nale, Programme Director- Anti Human Trafficking, Vipla Foundation

Spotlight

On Child Marriage and Human Trafficking

Contemporary forms of slavery includes all forms of exploitation in which a person is under the

control of another person or persons and unable to remove themselves from such control. It

comprises two principal components - forced labour and forced marriage. It covers a multitude of

practices including forced labour, human trafficking, forced marriage, servitude, slavery-like

practices such as debt bondage, child labour; and the recruitment and use of child soldiers.

Child, Early and Forced Marriage. Child marriage is defined as any formal or informal union

where one or both parties is below the age of 18. Early marriage encompasses child marriage and

includes situations that do not qualify as child marriage, such as marriages in which one or both

spouses are below the age of 18 but have attained majority under state laws; and forced marriage

is defined as a marriage in which one and/or both parties have not given their full, free and

informed consent to the union (Bartels et al, 2018). The terms are often used together as child,

early and forced marriage (CEFM).

Child marriage can be considered as slavery if one or more of the following elements are present: 

If the child has not genuinely given their free and informed consent to enter the marriage

If the child is subjected to control and a sense of ‘ownership’ in the marriage itself –

particularly through abuse and threats – and is exploited by being forced to undertake

domestic chores within the marital home or labour outside it, and/or engage in non-

consensual sexual relations

If the child cannot realistically leave or end the marriage, leading potentially leading to a

lifetime of slavery

Child Trafficking, Early Marriage, and Commercial Sexual Exploitation

by Vipla Foundation, India

Child trafficking and child marriages have far-reaching negative impacts on the lives of girls, not
only violating their rights but also leaving lasting consequences on various aspects of their
development. Despite the existence of international conventions, regional agreements, and
national legislation, coupled with the collective efforts of various organisations, child trafficking and
forced or early marriage continues to be a pressing concern, particularly in developing countries.
Some studies have identified a link between child marriage and modern slavery. 

Child Marriage and Trafficking in Pakistan: Sahil's Analysis

by Manizeh Bano, Executive Director, Sahil, Pakistan

Child marriage often leads to a lifetime of disadvantage and deprivation for the developing mind
and body of the girl child. The resultant biological, psychological, and social impacts of child
marriages have a devastating impact on the child's development. The phenomenon also affects
the society as a whole ; by impeding economic growth due to reduced workforce participation,
perpetuating cycles of poverty, reinforcing gender inequalities, increasing healthcare costs, and
hindering overall societal development.

From Brides to Victims: The Link Between Child Marriage and Trafficking

By Nisha Mehroon, Program Director, Access to Justice and Veronica Gomes, Director,
Community Based Interventions and Economic Empowerment, Sanjog, India

India is home to the largest number of child brides in the world: 223 million child brides as of 2020
– a third of the global total. While it is illegal for boys and girls under the age of 21 to marry in
India, estimates suggest that in practice at least 1.5 million girls under the age of 18 get married
each year. There has however been a significant decline in child marriages over the last decade - 
the prevalence of girls getting married before age 18 has declined from 47 per cent to 27 per cent
between 2005-2006 and 2015-2016. Civil society reports children of economically distressed
families are at greater risk of labour or sex trafficking, both of which have increased in the post
COVID-19 pandemic period due to loss of parental employment and school closures. General
economic hardship also resulted in a greater number of child marriages.

Collective Action

The Commonwealth 8.7 Network Third Annual General Meeting

On 26 October 2023, the Commonwealth 8.7 Network convened its third Annual General Meeting,
uniting 58 members across five diverse  regions: Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and the
Caribbean, and the Pacific. This gathering was an opportunity for members to come together,
share insights, and collectively strategise in pursuit of SDG Target 8.7, which seeks to eradicate
modern slavery, forced labour, and human trafficking.

Highlighting the event was a thought-provoking keynote address by Sophie Otiende from the
Global Fund to End Modern Slavery (GFEMS). Ms Otiende emphasised the critical role of
collective action and frontline movements in addressing the multiple facets of modern
slavery, highlighting the necessity to respond in collaborative and innovative ways in order to
remain relevant and have impact. The event also featured a review of the achievements of the
Network’s four working groups. Interactive group discussions provided a platform for members to
actively shape the Network’s direction, aligning individual aspirations with the comprehensive 8.7
three-year strategy. The meeting offered a welcoming space for exchange, collaboration, and joint
efforts to combat critical global challenges.

Regional Networking Event for Africa

On 2 - 3 November 2023, members of the 8.7 Network in Africa came together for a hybrid
Regional Advocacy and Networking Event. 

The two day interactive session brought together Network members from Cameroon, Ghana,
Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Rwanda and provided the opportunity for
members to learn about emerging trends in contemporary forms of slavery in the region, online
sexual abuse and exploitation, shared experiences and lessons on survivor care and support
including best practices on survivor inclusion and engagement in advocacy as well as caring for
the caregivers. The meeting was also an opportunity to understand members' advocacy work at
regional and international human rights mechanisms and the opportunities available for civil
society engagement at those forums.  

Members were successfully able to:

Learn about each other's work at the national level, 
Build connections, network and exchange valuable experiences 
Engage in robust discussions which helped to identify:

1. Best practices of survivor inclusion and engagement in advocacy.
2. Key initiatives/Ideas that could be scaled up and/or serve as entry points for joint projects

at the national level.

Commonwealth 8.7 Network - Regional Networking Event for Africa (November 2023) 

CHRI’s Participation at the 10th Commonwealth Youth Ministers' Meeting (CYMM)

On 11 - 15 September 2023, CHRI attended the 10th Commonwealth Youth Ministers' Meeting at
Marlborough House in London. Ministers, accredited organisations, and youth leaders came
together to discuss practical solutions to empower young people across the Commonwealth. Key
outcomes of the meeting include an agreement by Ministers to implement, in collaboration with
other stakeholders, the Heads of Government Kigali Declaration on Child Care Protection and
Reform. The exposition event was also an opportunity to showcase the work of the 8.7 Network
and connect with other civil society organisations working on similar issues.

8.7 Members' News

New projects and publications from our members:

The struggles of a trafficked child
Challenging Heights, Ghana

In recognition of the World Day Against Trafficking in
Persons (30 July), Challenging Heights released a
documentary on human trafficking on Lake Volta and its
effects.

Transforming lives of children in rural communities: CIRCLE
project launched
International Cocoa Initiative, Ghana

International Cocoa Initiative and its partner Fairtrade Africa
(FTA) launched the CIRCLE (Children in Rural Communities
are Learning and Empowered) Project. The project is being
implemented by Fairtrade Africa and International Cocoa
Initiative in collaboration with Fairtrade Finland, Fairtrade
Netherlands and two producer organisations — the Asunafo
Cocoa Farmers in Goaso and Asetenapa Cocoa Farmers’
Cooperative in Suhum, targeting a total of 12,700 children in
36 communities. This initiative is set to make a significant
impact, ensuring that children in cocoa-growing communities
not only benefit but thrive through an inclusive and integrated
child protection system.

Launch of HAART Survivor Advisory Board 
HAART, Kenya 

HAART Kenya officially launched the Survivor Advisory
Board on 26 October 2023. They look forward to partnering
with the board to jointly fight against human trafficking,
through creating new programs and enhancing existing ones,
reviewing and developing organisational and national
policies, outreach activities on prevention, and reaching out
to survivors of trafficking in need of assistance.

HAART Kenya Collaboration with the Kenya National Airline
- Kenya Airways - to Combat Human Trafficking
Through a collaboration between Kenya Airways and HAART
Kenya, a workshop was held for the management team of
Kenya Airways and Jambo Jet Airlines on counter-trafficking
strategies. Representatives from Interpol, UNODC, Joint
Operations Center (JOC), TOCU, and Survivor Advocates
were present to share their expertise in the field. Key
recommendations to the aviation sector were highlighted with
a focus on the two airlines on their role in combating
trafficking in persons.

HAART's participation at the UNODC Constructive Dialogue
HAART participated in the 2022 and 2023 Constructive
Dialogues on International Cooperation, Trafficking in
Persons, and Smuggling of Migrants in October 2023. Read
more about their statement and contribution to the trafficking
in persons constructive dialogue here.

Launch of film addressing human trafficking: "My Story"
Media Coalition and Awareness to Halt Human Trafficking
(MeCAHT), Nigeria 

"My Story" is a short film produced by Media Coalition and
Awareness to Halt Human Trafficking (MeCAHT) with the
support of the Australian High Commission in Nigeria. This
film addresses human trafficking, child marriage and forced
labour in Nigeria and  is used to create awareness among
12,000 people in 4 area councils of Abuja Municipal Area
(AMAC), Bwari, Gwagwalada, and Kwali in Abuja, Nigeria.

Registration and official Launch of Tanzania Network against
Human Trafficking (TANAHUT)
Tanzania Relief Initiatives, Tanzania 

TANAHUT, launched in March 2023, unites 105 member
NGOs in Tanzania to combat human trafficking. Headed by
Executive Director Edwin Mugambila of Tanzania Relief
Initiative, the network's structure includes a Board of
Directors, Advisory Committee, and regional coordinators.
Within a short span, TANAHUT has made significant strides
on the ground, notably assisting the Government of Tanzania
in developing a National Referral Model for trafficking
victims, showcasing its commitment to collective action and
collaboration in addressing the urgent issue of human
trafficking within the country.

International Day for the Girl Child: Addressing issues of
trafficking 
Empower People, India

Team Ease in Assam, India commemorated the International
Day for the Girl Child by holding a community gathering that
focused on survivors and addressed the critical issue of
trafficking. Their program highlighted various global issues
affecting girls, such as limited access to education, gender-
based violence, child marriage, and discrimination. Their aim
is to underscore the importance of offering equal
opportunities to girls and ensuring they grow up in a safe and
supportive environment.

Meeting with Survivors on Economic Empowerment 

Team Rise organised a session with survivors in Panipat and
Karnal, focusing on the significance of economic
empowerment. The session aimed to underscore the belief
that every survivor deserves the opportunity to overcome
challenges and attain economic independence. The meeting
highlighted numerous issues, including the encompassing
nature of economic empowerment, incorporating confidence,
independence, and control over one's life. Survivors
contributed invaluable insights, enriching the discussions
with their unique perspectives.

Snehalaya English Medium School recognised as the world's
best school in 'overcoming adversity'
Snehalaya, India

Snehalaya English Medium School has been recognised as
the world's best school in the category of overcoming
adversity by Worlds Best School Prises. The overcoming
adversity prize considers schools that educate and develop
children in socio-emotional skills to support their personal
growth and the school as a community. Snehalaya English
Medium School  was shortlisted for their efforts in
transforming the lives of children living with HIV/AIDS and
those from sex worker families, breaking down stigmas, and
paving the way for a brighter future. With a 70% admissions
rate from families outside the charity and a 100% pass rate
in 10th standard, while carrying out efforts to end second-
generation prostitution in their district, Snehalaya English
Medium School is rewriting the narrative for marginalised
communities in semi-rural India.

Leadership Event 
Destiny Reflection, India

The leadership workshop held at The Glenburn Penthouse,
co-hosted by Destiny Reflection and the Kolkata International
Women’s Club, highlighted the multifaceted essence of
leadership, emphasising the significance of sharing
experiences and fostering relationships. The event brought
together distinguished guests from global and local
organisations, including speakers like Catherine Wanjohi
from LifeBloom Services and Abha Singhvi, offering insights
on empowering vulnerable women and personal
development through the "wheel of life." Destiny Reflection, a
social enterprise aiming to disrupt the cycle of sexual
exploitation by educating and employing women rescued
from red light areas, played a pivotal role in orchestrating the
event, emphasising the transformative power of equality
through collaboration and resource-sharing. 

Techno India group's annual entrepreneurship event

Destiny's CEO, Smarita Sengupta addressed 200 students
at the Techno India group's annual entrepreneurship event,
Ignite 23, powered by EmpowerIT and organised by the
Department of Information Technology. She highlighted the
importance of social entrepreneurship and Destiny's
innovative business model, which provides employment
opportunities to survivors who missed out on education,
thereby preventing re-trafficking. This event united students
to exchange ideas, collaborate, and learn from accomplished
entrepreneurs, emphasising the power of entrepreneurship in
empowering lives.

Pioneering Anti- Slavery Action in the Diocese of Leeds
The Clewer Initiative, United Kingdom

The Clewer Initiative and Wellsprings Together brought
together dozens of frontline community workers and faith
leaders, as well as representatives from the local authority,
NHS and Police, to consider how to tackle modern slavery in
Bradford, UK and beyond.

Misgana’s Story
Hope for Justice, United Kingdom

A nine-year-old girl named Misgana from Ethiopia, trafficked
by her aunt to Addis Ababa with promises of a better life and
education, suffered abuse, neglect, and denial of education.
Fortunately, she found refuge at a Hope for Justice
Lighthouse in May 2023, receiving care, counselling, and life
skills training. Identified by social workers, she was
successfully reunited with her family in July 2023, bringing
immense joy to her relatives. Hope for Justice not only
supported her reintegration but also provided her family with
financial assistance and training in small business skills.

It's a Penalty’s Student Ambassador Program
It;s a Penalty, United Kingdom

It's a Penalty introduced its Student Ambassador
Programme, designed to educate and empower UK
university students to combat human trafficking, recognised
as the world's fastest-growing crime. Highlighting the
vulnerability of students to modern slavery, the initiative
addresses the increasing reports of students falling victim to
exploitation due to the cost-of-living crisis and their new
independent living situations. With a presence in 45
universities across the UK, the program involves 200
students, reaching over 5,000 individuals through
educational challenges.

Upcoming Events

         15 November Online webinar on EUDR, Human Rights and
Smallholders in Palm
Ulula

With the expansion of the European Union Deforestation
Regulation (EUDR) to include a wider range of commodities
and expanded requirements for companies, it's crucial to
answer the following questions:

How do these social and human rights policies affect
the palm oil sector, specifically the smallholders?
What does it mean for social compliance in the Palm
Oil Industry?
How does it impact the industry in SEA and the EU
companies that source their Palm Oil from the region’s
smallholders?

Ulula is organising an online discussion on 15
November between key members from Wild Asia, Ulula and
SPKS, moderated by Loening, to examine these urgent
concerns and provide meaningful insight. Spots are limited
and you can register using this link.

       20 November 

 

The CCLA Modern Slavery Benchmark Launch - Webinar
CCLA

CCLA believes that investors have a key role to play in
helping companies deliver systemic change in the fight
against modern slavery. The CCLA Modern Slavery
Benchmark UK 100 is a first of its kind tool for investors to
assess the level to which companies are active in the fight
against modern slavery.

Join Dame Sara Thornton, Dr James Corah and Dr Martin
Buttle where they will share the findings from the benchmark.

More information on this programme can be found here.

Resources and Tools

From Evidence to Action: Twenty Years of IOM Child Trafficking
Data to Inform Policy and Programming
IOM 

The report shows that child trafficking is a multifaceted and complex
phenomenon that continues to spread and evolve within and across
borders. It provides evidence of important trends and dynamics,
linked to factors such as age, gender and geography, that help
further our understanding of the phenomenon, with the potential to
inform policy and programming.

Read the report here.

High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development 
Major Groups and Other Stakeholders

Next year the following Commonwealth countries are undertaking a
Voluntary National Review (VNR) at the 2024 High Level Political
Forum: Kenya, Namibia, Samoa, South Africa, Uganda, Vanuatu.

Is your country on this list? If you want to learn how you can engage
with the VNR process nationally and globally, please take a look at
this guide here, and there is also a guide on how to create a parallel
report.

Regional Report on the Existing Capacities to Measure
Trafficking in Persons in the Pacific Islands 
UNODC

The report delves into the current evidence of trafficking, risk areas,
and frameworks and responses to human trafficking in the Pacific
Island countries. It also delves into the current evidence of
trafficking, risk areas, and frameworks and responses to human
trafficking in the Pacific Island countries.

Read the report here.

Parliaments and Human Rights: A Self-Assessment Toolkit
OHCHR, Inter- Parliamentary Union

The toolkit is designed to be relevant to parliaments across all
political systems, regardless of their size or location. It introduces the
main international norms, treaties and mechanisms which underpin
human rights, including SDG goals such as slavery, forced labour,
and trafficking of persons, and explains how parliaments can
implement them at the national level.

Find the toolkit here.

Legislating and Enforcing the Minimum Age of Marriage: A
comparative study of experiences and lessons learned in
ending the legalisation of child marriage
UN Women

The  publication provides learnings and insights from 43 countries,
including a deep dive of nine countries, on different approaches for
undertaking child marriage reforms across different legal systems
and global contexts.

Find the publication here. 

Global Girlhood Report 2023: Girls at the Centre of the Storm –
Her planet, her future, her solutions
Save the Children

The report explores how the climate crisis impacts the rights of girls.
It features new analysis by Save the Children on emergency
hotspots where girls face the dual threat of child marriage and
climate disasters, and stories of girls advocating for climate action in
their communities. The research shows that around two-thirds of
child marriages happen in regions with higher-than-average climate
risks.

Read the report here.

Forced Marriage Resource Pack
UK Government 

The resource pack has been designed to highlight examples of best
practice and to help ensure that effective support is available to
victims of forced marriage.

Find the resource pack here. 

Policy Brief: Child, Early & Forced Marriage in the
Commonwealth
It’s a Penalty 

The Policy Brief, produced as part of the CommonProtect initiative,
provides an overview of the issue of CEFM in the Commonwealth, a
summary of the advocacy and political efforts undertaken to-date by
Commonwealth actors to address CEFM, an overview of the legal
context, and makes recommendations for action going forward.

Find the brief here.

Anti-Slavery Webinars for Licensing Professionals
Shiva Foundation

Shiva Foundation hosted a webinar series to equip licensing
professionals with the knowledge and tools they need to address
modern slavery effectively within their jurisdictions. They took a deep
dive into three key areas.
1. Empowering licensing teams
2. How to raise awareness amongst licence holders
3. Partnership working with law enforcement 

View the recordings here.

Understanding the Potential of Licensing Frameworks and
Teams to Tackle Modern Slavery in the UK
Shiva Foundation

This report offers recommendations for strengthening statutory
guidance and explores the opportunities for licensing authorities and
practitioners to utilise tools at their disposal to enhance local anti-
modern slavery responses.

Find the report here.

Strengthening Accountability for Trafficking in Persons in
Conflict Situations
OHCHR

This report of the Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons,
especially women and children, analyses the challenges that result
in gaps in accountability for trafficking in conflict situations. She also
offers a set of recommendations to States, the United Nations and
other international organisations on ways to strengthen
accountability, combat impunity and ensure effective access to
justice for trafficked persons.

Find the report here.

Who Cares? Modern Slavery in the Care Sector
Unseen

This is a review of reports of exploitation in the care sector, mapping
the scale of modern slavery in the care sector, with the latest data
and insights from the Modern Slavery & Exploitation Helpline. It
reveals that abuse and exploitation of workers are evident in all
sectors of the UK economy although the risks are higher in the care
sector than in other sectors due to the significant use of temporary
labour and poor employment conditions.

Read the report here.

Ulula's Worker Voice Report 2023
Ulula

Ulula has compiled its learnings from a vast sample of worker
grievances collected from across a variety of industries during 2022
and 2023. Four quarters of data has allowed Ulula to develop some
key insights into worker grievance management that are essential for
businesses to consider while planning Human Rights Due Diligence
and stakeholder engagement.

Read the report here.

The Key Issue: Housing for Survivors of Modern Slavery
Human Trafficking Foundation 

The research, conducted by anti-trafficking charity Human Trafficking
Foundation and funded by social justice charity
Commonweal Housing, explores the housing options for survivors of
human trafficking and assesses whether an approach similar to that
employed for domestic abuse survivors would be feasible.

Find the report here. 

Explainer: The Illegal Migration Act Modern Slavery Provisions
Modern Slavery PEC

This guide answers common questions about UK Illegal Migration
Act. It is based on a rapid assessment of what is known from
research, evidence and data about the rationale for the modern
slavery provisions and their potential implications and a legal
analysis of the human rights compatibility of the Act’s modern
slavery provisions

Find the explainer here.

Non-Punishment of Victims/Survivors of Human Trafficking in
Practice: A Case Study of the United Kingdom
Council of Europe

The Council of Europe has published a legal study examining the
principle of non-punishment of victims of trafficking, with a focus on
the UK's approach following the European Court of Human Rights
judgement in VCL and AN.

Find the case study here.

Join our Network!

Join us today and let's work to eradicate contemporary forms of slavery and human trafficking!
Together, we can raise awareness, strengthen skills, share good practices and advocate for
changes to laws and policies.

The Commonwealth 8.7 Network offers three membership categories based on your
organisation's mandate. To learn more about how you can join, visit: https://www.commonwealth-
87.org/become-a-member

Send us your Stories!

If you are a member of the Commonwealth 8.7 Network and would like to be featured in the next
issue of our newsletter, we invite you to get in touch. And share your stories and photos!

Read the full 8.7 blog here

Read the full 8.7 blog here

Read the full 8.7 blog here

Join the 8.7 Network

Email the Secretariat
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Thank you!

Keep up to date with us via email and our social media platforms. 

Email YouTube Twitter LinkedIn Facebook

We are grateful to all those who have contributed to this edition of The 8.7 Quarterly newsletter
and invite you to share it with your networks.
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