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Welcome to the seventh edition of the Commonwealth 8.7 Network newsletter!

Here you will find news about the 8.7 Network, the impact of our work across all regions,
useful resources and tools, as well as our latest updates and activities.

@CMW87network
www.commonwealth-87.org
Commonwealth 8.7 LinkedIn

#Commonwealth87net

About the Commonwealth 8.7 Network

The 8.7 Network is an international member-driven network of 80 national and local civil society
organisations, who share a common vision to eradicate contemporary forms of slavery and
human trafficking.

Our members work on diverse issues that include anti-trafficking initiatives, survivor advocacy,
first assistance, provision of vocational training and other support to survivors, the protection of
children, women's rights, migrant workers' rights, the rights of indigenous peoples, and supply
chain impact assessment

The 8.7 Network was founded by the Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative and is named after
UN Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) Target 8.7. It serves as a knowledge-sharing platform
that works collaboratively to raise awareness, build capacity, and advocate for changes to laws
and policies at all levels. 

In 2019, the 8.7 Network received the Commonwealth Secretary-General’s Innovation for
Sustainable Development Award.

Join us today and lets work together to eradicate contemporary forms of slavery and human
trafficking! 

https://www.commonwealth-87.org/become-a-member

 
Meet Mike Arthur, Member of the 8.7 Network

Dear 8.7 Network Members and Friends,

From the International Cocoa Initiative (ICI), we are happy to
introduce the Autumn edition of The 8.7 Quarterly Newsletter,
which focuses on the issue of child labour. I urge readers to
examine and explore the issues outlined in this issue and to
attempt to play a role, no matter how small, in dealing with its
subject matter.

Child labour is a critical, contemporary issue. Poverty,
inadequate social services such as education, health, water
and sanitation, and a lack of awareness around the dangers of certain tasks, all contribute to
making child labour a serious problem around the world. In fact, the importance of strong social
protection systems was this year’s theme for the World Day Against Child Labour: ‘Universal
Social Protection to End Child Labour’. Despite efforts directed towards its elimination, numbers
are on the rise. According to the 2021 Child Labour Global Estimates, around 160 million children
were subjected to child labour accross the globe at the beginning of 2020. What is clear is that
child labour cannot be solved by any one actor alone. All players, including government, industry,
civil society, international and national organisations must work together to tackle this issue.

In this regard, on 5 October 2022, the Commonwealth 8.7 Network organised a webinar on
‘Eradicating Child Labour Across Sectors: Challenges and Good Practices’, where I shared the
panel with Quintin Lake (Fifty-Eight, Member of the 8.7 Network), Stephen Morse (Unchained
Solutions, Member of the 8.7 Network), Sneh Aurora (Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative,
Secretariat of the 8.7 Network) and Buddhini Withana (Save the Children Sri Lanka). At this event,
we talked about our challenges, trends, and good practices.

As members of this Network, let us continue to scale up efforts, build strong partnerships, and to
increase investment in services to vulnerable communities, tackling child labour and protecting
children from its harms. 

Mike Arthur
Country Director, International Cocoa Initiative Ghana

Spotlight

Child Labour

8.7 Network Webinar on Child Labour 

On 5 October 2022, the 8.7 Network organised an event   on ‘Eradicating Child Labour Across

Sectors: Challenges and Good Practices’. The 90-minute session featured   excellent speakers

who expressed their views on child labour in Sri Lanka,   child labour in the cocoa and supply

chain sector,   the impacts of COVID-19 on the eradication of child labour, and good practices in

the Commonwealth to address these challenges. The webinar was moderated by Dr Stephen

Morse, 8.7 Network Communications Working Group Member.

You can watch the recording of the webinar here.

Children, not workers: Good practices in the eradication of child labour 

By Mahim Singh, Media and Communications Officer,
Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative

Despite international efforts around the world, child labour
remains one of the biggest challenges to   achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), particularly SDG

Target 16.2. The COVID-19 pandemic exacerbated the risks of children to become victims of child
labour, due to the disruption of education and reduced access to child protection services. CHRI’s
soon to be launched report explores multi-sectoral interventions that address child labour in
Ghana, Sri Lanka, and Trinidad and Tobagoin the wake   of the pandemic. The report explores  
efforts across the regions: to address dropout rates among school children, and child labour in
cocoa plantations in Ghana; to keep children safe through increased family bonding and
engagement in Sri Lanka; and to promote mass awareness campaigns on  child labour in Trinidad
and Tobago. The report provides recommendations, allowing stakeholders to learn from these
experiences and to potentially implement similar actions in other jurisdictions with the aim of
eradicating child labour.

 

Collective Action

The  8.7 Network submitted a joint submission to a call for inputs by the
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Right (OHCHR)

The Commonwealth 8.7 Network contributed to a joint submission to the Office of the High

Commissioner for Human Right (OHCHR)´s call for inputs on the adverse impact of forced

marriage on the full and effective enjoyment of all human rights by all women and girls, to inform

its report pursuant to Human Rights Council resolution 48/6. The statement included the inputs

from CHRI and four members of the 8.7 Network: Anti-Slavery Australia (ASA) at the University of

Technology Sydney, Kiota Women Health and Development Organization (KIWOHEDE) Tanzania,

My Choices Foundation India and Muwanga Development Association (MUWADA) Uganda. 

You can find the joint submission here. 

8.7 Members' News

New projects and publications from our members:

Devatop holds capacity building workshop 
The workshop was part of the ongoing TALKAM Project
Against Trafficking and Abuse, sponsored by Pamplona City
(Spain) and Accion Contra La Trata, to tackle different forms
of violence (human trafficking, rape and domestic violence)
in Enugu, Edo, and the Federal Capital Territory of Nigeria.
TALKAM is an innovation by the Devatop Centre for African
Development that focuses on utilising ICT tools to combat
human trafficking, human rights abuses and irregular
migration. The workshop was attended by staff from the
National Agency for the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons
(NAPTIP), Ministry of Education, Teachers, School
Counsellors among others. To encourage inclusion, teachers
of the physically challenged students were trained by sign
language interpreters.

CEO of the Freedom Hub awarded Social Entrepreneur of
the Year  
The Freedom Hub social enterprises ensures that 100% of
their profits support survivors of modern slavery at their
Survivor School. They have recently been accredited by
Good Market and verified by the Social Enterprises World
Forum. In August, CEO Sally Irwin was awarded Social
Entrepreneur of the Year in the Third Sector Award. These
awards and accreditations serve  to raise awareness that
modern slavery still happens and will support The Freedom
Hub to continue to address the many needs of survivors.

The Freedom Hub runs the ‘16 Days of Freedom’ Campaign
In line with UN 16 Days of Activism, the Freedom Hub will be
running “16 Days of Freedom” releasing 16 awareness-
raising blogs on Gender Violence through the lens of modern
day slavery. The 16 Days of Freedom concludes on
International Human Rights Day (10 December) with ‘High
Teas for Humanity’, where people are asked to host a high
tea to celebrate their freedom and create an end-of-year
celebration with their friends or work colleagues. To register
for resources to run a high tea, email:
info@thefreedomhub.org. To read the daily blogs starting on
25 November, follow: @freedomhuborg on instagram or
facebook.

Destiny Reflection collaborates with Animalogy in ‘Survival of
the Cyber’ 
Animalogy is a start-up that aims to develop educational
modules to raise awareness on social issues (including
human trafficking) in relation to social media. This was a
collaborative project where the students from KU Leuven and
the Destiny team came together to design the digital tool
‘Animalogy’. The collaboration resulted in an educational
program for children called ‘Survival of the Cyber’. This
program makes use of analogies between animal and human
behaviour, in order to implicitly address social issues - many
of which are taboo in Indian society. In July 2022, the
development of the first module of the program was
completed and it was tested with several children at
Destiny’s headquarters. Animalogy is continuing the
development of the remaining modules, while simultaneously
testing the tool with more children to measure its impact.

If you are interested in this project, please visit
(https://www.animalogyinternational.com/) and/or contact
them through email (contact@animalogyinternational.com)

Advocacy initiative on child labour in Sri Lanka
Foundation for Innovative Social Development (FISD) is a
member of the National Action and Coordination Group to
End Violence Against Children (NACG) in Sri Lanka. At the
end of November 2022, NACG will be conducting an in-
person advocacy event, together with government
stakeholders and civil society organisations. This meeting
will allow the different actors to advocate for the government
of Sri Lank to eradicate child labour and child trafficking, and
comply with its commitment to eliminate child labour by
2025. This event is scheduled ahead of other events on child
labour in Sri lanka, including the presentation of the country
situation on child labour that the government will present in
December, and the UPR Working Group 42nd Session that
will evaluate Sri Lankas. 

HAART Kenya launches legal handbook 
Awareness Against Human Trafficking (HAART), with the
support of the Global Fund to End Modern Slavery (GFEMS),
launched the Legal Handbook for Supporting Victims of
Human Trafficking in Kenya. This handbook gives
caseworkers and first responders an overview of what
human trafficking is, and equips them with the capacity to
understand and inform survivors of trafficking on the legal
processes available in their pursuit to access justice. Several
key stakeholders in the field participated in this launch
including government representatives from the Transnational
Organized Crime Unit (TOCU), Department of Children
Services (DCS), Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Diaspora and
Consular Affairs alongside various civil society organisations
and survivors of human trafficking. The Chair of the Board of
HAART Kenya, Mr. Tonny Odera, highlighted the importance
of this legal handbook to ‘increase protective services for
victims participating in the criminal justice process to prevent
re-traumatization including offering legal aid.’
You can find HAART’s Legal Handbook here. 
 
Successful repatriation of 31 victims of human trafficking In
August, HAART received a call for help via social media and
email. The person requested HAART to support a relative
who had been lured with false promises to work in Thailand,
but then had been trafficked to Laos together with other
Kenyans. HAART reached out to various government
agencies including embassies in the respective countries.
Ambassador Lindsay Kiptiness and Deputy Ambassador
Nancy Mwangi from the Kenyan Embassy in Thailand
informed HAART they had rescued 31 Survivors in Laos and
Myanmar. Through support from Operation Underground
Railroad (O.U.R), HAART repatriated the survivors back to
Kenya. These survivors are currently receiving direct support
from HAART’s protection department.
 
Programme Manager at HAART Kenya receives the Pauline
Jaricot Award
In October, Missio Munich awarded the Pauline Jaricot
Award to Winnie Mutevu, Programme Manager HAART
Kenya. The award is dedicated to actively committed and
innovative women who inspire hope in others. Ms Mutevu’s
commitment to fighting human trafficking through HAART’s
work has given her first-hand experience of the effects of
trafficking in the community. With the Pauline Jaricot Prize,
Missio Munich honours a woman who, through her
outstanding commitment, is a beacon of hope for others -
visionary and innovative like Pauline Jaricot (1799-1862).

CHRI and Walkfree delive a regional capacity building
workshops on advocacy
The workshops organised by the Commonwealth Human
Rights Initiative, ‘Demystifying the UN Human Rights
Mechanisms and Strengthening Your Advocacy Skills’ was
part of a larger workshop series that had already been rolled
out in East Africa, Asia, and Europe. The workshops in West
Africa organised for civil society organisations in Ghana and
Nigeria were held in a hybrid format and  facilitated on
ground by Commonwealth 8.7 Network members, Engage
Now Africa and Save Visions Africa. The workshop covered
several topics, including how civil society can engage in
advocacy using the UN human rights mechanisms

Upcoming Events

24 November 2022

    

Modern Slavery E-Learning Modules
Online event
The Unchained Solutions Pty Limited team is ending the year
with the launch of its new e-learning modules for industry
professionals to be equipped to assess and address the risk
of modern slavery to their business and entire value chain. 
Their CEO, Dr Stephen Morse, will provide a rationale for the
modules and how they will benefit your business. Register
here

                        

24 November 2022

 

Commonwealth 8.7 Network: Induction of New Members
Online event
   

 
The Commonwealth 8.7 Network is pleased to invite its
members to an induction session on 24 November, ahead of 
the Annual General Meeting that will be held on 25
November.  The induction is an opportunity for new members
to get to know about the Network, its vision and mission, and
for existing members who wish to learn more about the
network and how members can engage in the Network’s
activities.
 
For more information on attending the induction session
please contact us on 8.7network@humanrightsinitiative.org 

25 November 2022

 

Commonwealth 8.7 Network: Annual General Meeting
Online event
   

 
It’s that time of the year again! After successfully concluding
our first Annual General Meeting last year, the
Commonwealth 8.7 Network invites its members once again,
to join us for another round of discussions, debates, sharing,
collaborating, exchanging ideas, and learning.

For more information on attending the AGM please contact
us on 8.7network@humanrightsinitiative.org

Upcoming Event

 

Watch out! Webinar on ‘Helping to create a Slavery-Free
Cannabis Industry’  soon to be announced
 
Cannabis Education Guild, member of the Commonwealth
8.7 Network and the MEG Working Group, is organising an
event on Slavery-Free Canabis. Today cannabis is legal in
over 50 countries, and is the smallest the legal market will
ever be. How can we embed labour protection policies into
one of the fastest growing industries? What can your
organisation do to ensure this new sector does not contribute
to the number of exploited workers? To learn more about the
workshop or have any questions, please contact us on
8.7network@humanrightsinitiative.org

Resources and Tools

Global Estimates of Modern Slavery: Forced Labour and Forced
Marriage
International Labour Organization, International Organization for
Migration and Walk Free
 
The 2021 Global Estimates indicate that 49.6 million people are in
modern slavery on any given day, either forced to work against their
will or in a marriage that they were forced into. The estimates also
indicate that entrapment in forced labour can last years, while in
most cases forced marriage is a life sentence. And sadly, the
situation is not improving. The estimates are based on a jointly
developed methodology, and rely on multiple sources, primarily
nationally representative household surveys.

Find the report here.

How to Prevent Modern Slavery
Unseen UK
 
This report, based on data from Unseen’s Modern Slavery and
Exploitation Helpline, reveals that modern slavery victims are
recruited and controlled in different ways depending on their
nationality. This has major implications for anti-slavery strategies.
The report also includes survivor testimonies and ideas from
survivors themselves on how to better approach anti-slavery
prevention. This research was funded by the UK Home Office
Modern Slavery Prevention Fund.

Find the report here.

Contemporary forms of slavery affecting persons belonging to
ethnic, religious and linguistic minority communities
UN Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slavery, including
its causes and consequences
 
This report by the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of
slavery, including its causes and consequences, Tomoya Obokata, is
focused on contemporary forms of slavery affecting persons
belonging to ethnic, religious and linguistic minority communities.
The report identifies the main causes of contemporary forms of
slavery affecting these groups and the main manifestations, such as
chattel slavery; forced and bonded labour; domestic servitude;
sexual slavery; child and forced marriage; and child labour. It
provides some positive developments worldwide, with the objective
of providing constructive guidance on how to prevent and address
contemporary forms of slavery affecting minorities.

Find the report here.

Addressing modern slavery in long and complex supply chains
Modern Slavery and Human Rights Policy and Evidence Centre
 
This project investigates the supply chain governance of 15 UK-
based utilities and industrial companies and what their
understandings of effective approaches to supply chain governance
on modern slavery are. It identifies gaps, maps risks and makes
recommendations for reform.

Find the report here.

Creating Stable Futures: Human Trafficking, Participation and
Outcomes for Children
Modern Slavery and Human Rights Policy and Evidence Centre
 
This report outlines a 12-month participatory research study into
understanding how to ensure protection, support and positive
outcomes for children and young people who have arrived in the UK
and have experienced modern slavery or human trafficking. 
Find the report here.

Modern Slavery in Global Supply Chains
Justice Care
 
This report reviews the breadth of approaches to combating modern
slavery in supply chains with the goal of understanding their
key characteristics and assumptions, assessing their effectiveness,
identifying the most promising tools and strategies, and discussing
further considerations aimed at enhancing collective efforts to tackle
this Phenomenon. It is based on an extensive literature review
complemented with interviews with practitioners, NGOs and
coalitions focused on this area.

Find the report here.

Socioeconomic inclusion of migrant and trafficked women in
South America
Global Alliance Against Traffic in Women
 
This report highlights how migrant women's experiences of social
inclusion and access to the labour market are shaped by their
gender, ethnicity, and migration status. It draws from interviews with
125 migrant women conducted in 2020 and 2021 by five partner
NGOs.
Find the report here.

Creating Stable Futures: Human Trafficking, Participation and
Outcomes for Children
Every Child Protected Against Trafficking, Helena Kennedy Centre
for International Justice and University of Bedfordshire
 
This report outlines a 12-month participatory research study into
understanding how to ensure protection, support and positive
outcomes for children and young people who have arrived in the UK
and have experienced modern slavery or human trafficking. 

Find the report here.

 A Guide to Access information on Human Trafficking 
Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative
 
The objective of this compendium launched by CHRI is to provide
civil society actors working on the frontlines with an additional tool
that they can use to enhance their advocacy efforts and programmes
to tackle human trafficking.  The guide  details  the kind of
information, records and data that can be obtained from public
institutions that tackle human trafficking in Ghana and Kenya.  

Find the Compendium here.

Join our Network!

Join us today and lets work to eradicate contemporary forms of slavery and human trafficking!
Together, we can raise awareness, strengthen skills, share good practices and advocate for
changes to laws and policies.
The 8.7 Network offers three membership categories based on your/ your organisation's mandate.
To learn more about how you can join, visit: https://www.commonwealth-87.org/become-a-
member

Send us your Stories!

If you are a member of the Commonwealth 8.7 Network and would like to be featured in the next
issue of our newsletter, we invite you to get in touch and share your stories and photos!

Thank you!

Keep up to date with us via email and our social media platforms. 

Email YouTube Twitter LinkedIn

We are grateful to all those who have contributed to this edition of The 8.7 Quarterly newsletter
and invite you to share it with your networks.
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