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Welcome to the fifth edition of the Commonwealth 8.7 Network newsletter!

Here you will find news about the 8.7 Network, the impact of our work across all regions,
useful resources and tools, as well as our latest updates and activities.

@CMW87network
www.commonwealth-87.org
Commonwealth 8.7 LinkedIn

#Commonwealth87net

About the Commonwealth 8.7 Network

The Commonwealth 8.7 Network is an international member-driven network of over 70
national and local civil society organisations, that share a common vision to eradicate
contemporary forms of slavery and human trafficking.

Our members work on diverse issues that include anti-trafficking initiatives, survivor advocacy,
first assistance, provision of vocational training and other support to survivors, the protection of
children, women's rights, migrant workers' rights, the rights of indigenous peoples, and supply
chain impact assessment.

The 8.7 Network was founded by the Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative and is named
after UN Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) Target 8.7 which encourages states to take
immediate and effective measures to eradicate contemporary forms of slavery. The 8.7 Network
serves as a knowledge-sharing platform that works collaboratively to raise awareness, build
capacity, and advocate for changes to laws and policies. 

In 2019, the 8.7 Network received the Commonwealth Secretary-General’s Innovation for
Sustainable Development Award.
Join us today and let's work together to eradicate contemporary forms of slavery and human
trafficking!  www.commonwealth-87.org/become-a-member

Message from the Management Committee

Dear Commonwealth 8.7 Members and Friends,
 
We are happy to present the Spring edition of The 8.7 Quarterly
Newsletter, and we look forward to continuing our work as a
network in the spirit of hard work and diligence. This edition of
our Newsletter focuses on “Survivor Support,’ where we
consider how organisations can better support survivors, and
how we can ensure that survivors’ voices shape our work to
eradicate contemporary forms of slavery and human trafficking.
 
It is vital to support survivors, both to heal after rescue and to
prevent their re-trafficking. Civil Society and governments
should provide the best support to survivors, as well
as opportunities for them to be engaged in the development of
policies which concern them.
 
In this respect, the 8.7 Network has prioritised survivor support
as one of its important areas of work. Survivor support paves
the way for fast survivor recovery, amplifies survivor voices,
encourages other survivors to speak up, and reduces the rate of stigmatisation. 
 
We thank you all for your steadfastness in making sure that survivors’ voices are heard and
that lived experiences are brought on board and used as a tool for preventing others from falling
into trafficking and slavery situations.

Awah Francisca Mbuli, Management Committee Member
Survivors’ Network (SN), Cameroon

Spotlight

Supporting survivors and amplifying their voices

There is immense power in the voices of survivors of contemporary forms of slavery and human
trafficking. Through their experience and insight, survivors pave the way forward - whether by
advising on legislation and policy, creating community and supporting others, or demonstrating
resilience. To establish effective, victim-centred approaches, it is essential that we listen to, and
learn from, survivors’ voices. The 8.7 Network is committed not only to working with survivors,
but also to continuous learning and growth in this area. Read on to learn more about recent work
the Network has done to support survivors, and please reach out if you have any suggestions for
more action going forward!

'Survivor Voice' is more than public speaking: How two Network members
support survivors' voices

By Rebecca Bosy, Communications and Media Intern at CHRI
COVID-19 has drastically exacerbated vulnerabilities to contemporary forms of slavery and
human trafficking. Armed conflicts, including the recent war in Ukraine, have also driven
displacement, further fuelling exploitation. At least 1 out of 150 people in the Commonwealth are
living in conditions of modern slavery.
The voices of survivors of contemporary forms of slavery and human trafficking hold immense
power and can help us as we innovate and respond to these challenges. By sharing their
experiences and insight, survivors can prevent others from falling victim to the same traps, can
advise on new relevant legislation, can inspire practical policy change, and can influence
decision-makers at local, national, and global levels. To establish an effective, victim-centred
approach to slavery and trafficking, it is essential that we listen to, and learn from, survivors.

On 31 March 2022, the Commonwealth 8.7 Network hosted the webinar ‘Survivor Voice’, the first
in a series of Survivor Empowerment Workshops. Commonwealth 8.7 Network members Sally
Irwin, founder of the Freedom Hub in Australia, and Sophie Muriuki, clinical psychologist at
Awareness Against Human Trafficking (HAART) in Kenya, shared their insights and expertise on
how to meaningfully mainstream the voices of survivors throughout the work of civil society
organisations, their internal decision making, and their external advocacy.

Survivor Empowerment Workshop Sessions

 
The 8.7 Network kicked off a series of Survivor Empowerment Workshops for network
members in March, which will run through to the end of May. The series started with a
webinar on Survivor Voice (30 March), and was followed recently by a session on
Sustainable Survivor Empowerment (27 April). 

Sally Irwin from the Freedom Hub, chaired the workshops, spoke to the various ways
survivor voices can be incorporated into an organisation's leadership model. Clinical
psychologist Sophie Muriuki of Awareness Against Human Trafficking (HAART) discussed
the importance of trauma-informed interactions with survivors, including during public
advocacy. Mercy Otieno, also from HAART, covered the different ways to navigate
relationships with funders on projects related to survivor empowerment, to ensure
projects are sustainable, effective, and ethical. 

If you would still like to join us for the third and final workshop in May, please reach out to
us at 8.7network@humanrightsinitiative.org.

8.7 Members' News

New projects and publications from our members:

Hope for Justice publishes joint letter

Seventy of the world’s leading anti-trafficking organisations,
including CHRI, have signed Hope For Justice’s open letter
condemning Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, and its impact on
exacerbating the risk of human trafficking in the region. The
letter calls on Russian authorities to withdraw their troops
immediately from Ukraine. It also calls on the International
Criminal Court to investigate all potential war crimes, crimes
against humanity, and human rights violations. 

 

CEG submission to the Special Rapporteur

On 15 February, the Cannabis Education Guild (CEG)
worked with the Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative to
provide input to the Special Rapporteur on trafficking in
persons' report on trafficking for the purposes of forced
labour in the agricultural sector. CEG provided
recommendations for the Canadian government and legal
cannabis markets, focussing on the elimination of human
exploitation through accountability, transparency, and
ensuring slavery-free supply chains.

 

Shiva Foundation's report on local modern slavery
partnerships

In February, the Shiva Foundation published Local Modern
Slavery Partnerships: Recommendations and Learnings from
Hertfordshire, a report setting out recommendations for
sustainable, effective and consistent anti-slavery
partnerships across the UK. The Foundation shared lessons
learned after having coordinated anti-slavery partnerships in
Hertfordshire. The report highlights fundamental elements of
an anti-slavery partnership, aiming to help those looking to
establish their own multi-agency way of working to address
modern slavery. 

 

Survivors’ Network featured on the UNODC website

Francisca Awah of the Survivors' Network (Cameroon) was
featured in the United Nations Office on Drug and Crime’s
(UNODC) Survival Stories, where she shared her
experiences as a survivor of human trafficking. UNODC
highlighted the work of the Survivors’ Network,
encompassing its role in the rescue of over 2,000 victims of
human trafficking.

The Sophie Hayes Foundation launches the Freedom Quilt

The Sophie Hayes Foundation embarked on a year-long
initiative where 100 women survivors of modern slavery from
across the UK will create a unique Freedom Quilt in creative
collaboration with Liberty and the International Slavery
Museum Liverpool. Each survivor will create 32 quilt
squares, which will be stitched together to form a 7.5 square
metre quilt. Their work will be displayed at the museum, and
will raise awareness of the scale and breadth of modern
slavery in the UK.

Ulula to design a digital solution for Global Labor Program

Ulula announced that they a part of The Global Labor
Program – Inclusive Futures, a new $6 million programme
aimed at increasing the inclusion of people with disabilities,
and improve labour rights at two Kenyan companies. Ulula
will leverage its platform and expertise to design a digital
solution that shares information with workers about their
labour rights and enables them to raise complaints safely
when their rights are violated.

 

International Cocoa Initiative’s report finds that cash
transfers reduce child labour

The International Cocoa Initiative published Cash transfers,
resilience and child labour in Ghana, a study which examines
the impacts of an unconditional cash transfer programme on
cocoa-growing households in Ghana. The pilot project found
that cash transfers reduced the prevalence of hazardous
child labour by 9.3 percentage points. The report also
examines other impacts cash transfers have on children and
their families.

GFEMS finds extensive forced labour violations among
Kenyan migrant workers

Global Fund to End Modern Slavery (GFEMS) launched a
series of projects to combat forced labour among Kenyan
migrant workers. This includes a commissioned research
study in partnership with the National Opinion Research
Center (NORC) to measure the prevalence of forced labour
among recently returned Kenyan migrant workers from Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) countries. The study found 98%
of the respondents experienced workplace labour abuses or
were unable to exit an abusive employment situation. 

Network Action

ACT NOW - Sign our modern slavery statement ahead of the Commonwealth
Heads of Government Meeting 2022

We need your help. Over the last two years, COVID-19 ravaged communities, livelihoods,
and increased vulnerabilities to contemporary forms of slavery. Armed conflicts, such as
the current crisis in Ukraine, have also driven displacement and further exacerbated
slavery and human trafficking. This June, the Commonwealth Heads of Government
Meeting (CHOGM) will take place for the first time in four years, and the Commonwealth
Human Rights Initiative (CHRI) and its allies have a unique opportunity to pressure
governments to take this issue seriously. 

How bad is it? According to the 2018 Global Slavery Index, approximately 40 percent of
people experiencing modern slavery reside in Commonwealth Countries. Yes – that’s 1 in
every 150 people in the Commonwealth. To make matters worse, the 2020 UNODC Global
Report on Trafficking in Persons states that one in every three victims of trafficking
worldwide is a child – and we know these figures only rose as a result of COVID-19
restriction measures.

At the previous CHOGM in 2018, States called for effective measures to eradicate forced
labour, end modern slavery and human trafficking, and secure the prohibition and
elimination of the worst forms of child labour in all its forms by 2025, including the unlawful
recruitment and use of child soldiers. They also encouraged ratification and
implementation of outstanding international agreements, the development of national
strategies, and they agreed to take action to end child sexual exploitation online. But
they’ve fallen behind, and currently won’t fulfil their SDG 8.7 targets by 2030. 

Sign our collective advocacy statement now, so our voices will be heard as one at the
upcoming CHOGM 2022. To stand in solidarity with victims and survivors of contemporary
forms of slavey and to push for state accountability in honouring their commitments - sign
here.

CHRI statements at HRC 49

In March and April, CHRI presented written and oral statements to the 49th Regular
Session of Human Rights Council (HRC49), commending the High Commissioner for
Human Rights for highlighting the impact of climate-induced humanitarian disasters on
human trafficking and exploitation in her recent report. Members of the Commonwealth 8.7
Network – the Vanuatu Human Rights Coalition, Homes of Hope Fiji, and PacificWin –
 contributed a submission to that report by the High Commissioner for Human Rights, and
their contributions were cited several times.

In both statements, CHRI and 8.7 Network members urged member states and
intergovernmental agencies to reassess climate change and natural disaster risk reduction
strategies to include gender sensitive approaches, to create a regional anti-human
trafficking mechanism in the Pacific, and to do more to support Pacific Island Countries
and Territories impacted by climate change.

Upcoming Events

15-20 May 2022 5th Global Conference on the Elimination of Child
Labour
Hybrid event
From 15 to 20 May 2022, the Government of South Africa will
host the 5th Global Conference on the Elimination of Child
Labour. Representatives from governments, trade unions, the
private sector, civil society, regional and international
organisations, think tanks, academia, and youth and children
from all over the world will participate in plenaries,
presentations, and side events. Read more here.

17 May 2022 Virtual Roundtable on Tackling Modern Slavery and
Human Trafficking through Innovation and Partnership
Virtual High-Level Roundtable
This event is organised by the Commonwealth Secretariat,
the Republic of Fiji, and the Commonwealth Human Rights
Initiative (CHRI), with the contribution and support of other
Commonwealth states. This 90-minute discussion will focus
on understanding and analysing how current challenges,
such as the climate crisis and conflict, drive contemporary
forms of slavery and human trafficking. It will focus on good
practices and solutions to address contemporary forms of
slavery in times of challenge, and will bring relevant sectors
together to raise awareness, strengthen advocacy efforts,
and share good practices from around the Commonwealth.
Register here.

26 May 2022 Modern Slavery Conference, Swansea, United Kingdom
In-person Learning Event
The University of Wales Trinity Saint David is hosting a
Modern Slavery Conference bringing together academia and
front-line multi-agency organisations to collaborate to identify
victims, provide safety and support, and where possible bring
their perpetrators to justice. Register here.

26 May 2022

 

European Regional Capacity Building Workshop and 8.7
Network Networking Event
In-person workshop
This event will focus on how to use evidence-based
research to achieve greater impact in campaigns and
advocacy initiatives, demystify the UN Human Rights
Mechanisms, and strengthen collective advocacy. The event
will be followed by an in-person Networking session. If you
are located in the Europe region, you can register your
interest to participate here.

29 May 2022
 

Digital Technologies, Inequality, and Development in the
context of South-South Migration

Webinar

MIDEQ, as part of the World Summit on the Information
Society Forum 2022, will host a session on digital
technologies and migration, aimed to share good practices,
and make recommendations concerning migrant use of
digital tech. The panellists will discuss digital humanitarian
platforms and initiatives, and how to mitigate potential harms
of digital tech in the context of migration. Register here.

Resources and Tools

Conflict in Ukraine: Key Evidence on Risk of Trafficking in
Persons and Smuggling of Migrants
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

UNODC presents key findings of research in order to understand
and prevent the risks associated with human trafficking within
conflict-affected Ukraine, and about human trafficking and migrant
smuggling affecting people fleeing the conflict.

Read full report here.

The situation in Ukraine: key resources and how you can help
Anti-Slavery International

Anti-Slavery identified key resources on the situation of trafficking in
and around Ukraine as a result of the conflict, particularly related to
fighting human trafficking and modern slavery. Anti-Slavery cover
how to spot the signs of modern slavery, and what businesses can
do to prevent slavery in their supply chains. They also provide
guides and recommendations, as well as contact details of European
hotlines and crisis centres.

Find the resources here.

Modern Slavery Core Outcome Set
Modern Slavery & Human Trafficking Policy and Evidence Centre
Modern Slavery PEC published a list of outcomes and indicators of
recovery for people with lived experience of modern slavery. The list
was co-developed with survivors, and expands our understanding of
what anti-trafficking interventions need to achieve.

Find the list here.

Supporting modern slavery victims: guidance and good
practice for council homelessness services
Local Government Association

This new Local Government Association guidance on modern
slavery was developed specifically for UK council officers working in
homelessness and housing services, and provides focused
guidance to assist heads of service and frontline officers to
improve their provision for victims of modern slavery.

Read the document here.

Annual assessment on human trafficking and modern slavery in
the UK
Unseen 

Reports of sexual exploitation have jumped by 15% over the past
year, according to new figures on the state of modern slavery in the
UK. The findings – which show a significant increase for the third
year running – come amid warnings that the Ukraine war will make
the situation worse, as vulnerable women and child refugees are
preyed upon by traffickers.

Find the assessment here.

Beyond Compliance in the Garment Industry
Walk Free Foundation

This report from the Walk Free Foundation provides a snapshot into
the rate and scope of modern slavery risk disclosure by the world's
largest garment companies. This report also identifies good
practices and highlights gaps in disclosure quality.

Read the report here.

World Employment and Social Outlook: Trends 2022
International Labour Organization

This ILO report details the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on the
world of work, examining its impacts on trends in employment,
unemployment, and labour force participation, as well as on job
quality, informal employment, and working poverty.

Read the report here.

Assessing the Impact of Modern Slavery Legislation and
Increased Awareness in Parliament through the CPA UK
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association

This report is based on research that explores the impact of CPA
UK’s Modern Slavery Project, which ran from 2016 to 2020 and
sought to provide practical advice and support to parliaments in the
development of their anti-trafficking and anti-slavery work.

Find the report here.

Gender inequality and modern slavery: How to break the cycle
of women and girls’ exploitation
The Freedom Fund

This Freedom Fund report draws on its experience of 'hotspot
programs' around the world, exploring the best ways to support
women and girls, mobilise communities, shift gender stereotypes,
and start to change the systems, policies and practices that put
women and girls at risk of modern slavery.

Read the report here.

Join our Network!

Join us today and let's work together to eradicate contemporary forms of slavery and human
trafficking! Collectively, we can raise awareness, strengthen skills, share good practice, and
advocate for change to laws and policies.

Our members have access to an exclusive Slack channel where we share ideas, resources and
tools! 

The 8.7 Network offers three membership categories based on the mandate of your organisation.
Individuals working on these issues can also apply. To learn more about how you can join,
visit: https://www.commonwealth-87.org/become-a-member

Send us your Stories!

If you are a member of the Commonwealth 8.7 Network and would like to be featured in the next issue of
our newsletter, we invite you to get in touch and share your stories and photos!

Thank you!

Keep up to date with us via email and our social media platforms. 

Email YouTube Twitter LinkedIn

We are grateful to all those who have contributed to this edition of The 8.7 Quarterly newsletter
and invite you to share it with your networks.
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