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Welcome to the eighth edition of the Commonwealth 8.7 Network newsletter!

Here you will find news about the 8.7 Network, the impact of our work across all regions,
useful resources and tools, as well as our latest updates and activities.

@CMW87network
www.commonwealth-87.org
Commonwealth 8.7 LinkedIn

#Commonwealth87net

About the Commonwealth 8.7 Network

The Commonwealth 8.7 Network is an international member-driven network of 80 national and
local civil society organisations who share a common vision to eradicate contemporary forms of
slavery and human trafficking.

Our members work on diverse issues that include anti-trafficking initiatives, survivor advocacy,
first assistance, provision of vocational training and other support to survivors, the protection of
children, women's rights, migrant workers' rights, the rights of indigenous peoples, and supply
chain impact assessment

The Commonwealth 8.7 Network was founded by the Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative,
and is named after UN Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) Target 8.7. It serves as a
knowledge-sharing platform that works collaboratively to raise awareness, build capacity, and
advocate for changes to laws and policies at all levels. 

In 2019, The Commonwealth 8.7 Network received the Commonwealth Secretary-General’s
Innovation for Sustainable Development Award.

Join us today and let's work together to eradicate contemporary forms of slavery and human
trafficking! 

https://www.commonwealth-87.org/become-a-member

 

Meet Kelly Baker, Member of the Commonwealth 8.7 Network

Dear 8.7 Network Members and Friends,

From the Cannabis Education Guild, we are pleased to present the
Winter edition of The 8.7 Quarterly Newsletter, which focuses on a topic 
of great importance for Network members as well as  the business world. 

In this edition, we call attention to ‘Effective Due Diligence in Supply
Chains’, a growing cause for concern as companies around the world
are under scrutiny, from governments, consumers, NGOs, and other
stakeholders who are demanding transparency and more information
about their supply chains. 

Over the last decade, numerous supply-chain related scandals have
damaged the reputation of businesses around the world. Notable examples include the Rana
Plaza factory collapse in the fast fashion industry in Bangladesh, slave labour in the Thai seafood
industry, and most recently, human trafficking in Malaysia’s personal protective equipment (PPE)
industry. This has resulted in a wave of new laws imposing due diligence obligations in supply
chains. These include the policing of conflict minerals (The Dodd–Frank Wall Street Reform and
Consumer Protection Act in the US), and forced labour (Australian Modern Slavery Act, UK
Modern Slavery Act, and California Transparency in Supply Chains Act). Another important
development was last year’s decision by the European Union to ban all goods made with any form
of forced labour. 

As members connected in the fight against contemporary forms of slavery, forced labour, and
human trafficking, we must remain optimistic, and know that we are not alone. The fastest
growing consumer segment today, ‘the conscious consumer’, along with  the burgeoning field of
‘impact investors’ are increasingly demanding higher standards to ensure fair labour. Through
better business practices, and effective supply chain management, we can hope to see the
number of victims trapped in modern slavery begin to decrease with great momentum. 

Kelly Beker, Co-Founder & Executive Director, Cannabis Education Guild

Spotlight

On Effective Due Diligence in Supply Chains

Risks of Exploitation in Cannabis Supply Chains

By Kelly Beker, Co-Founder & Executive Director, Cannabis Education Guild
 

The featured blog in the winter newsletter outlines the risks of exploitation and forced labour in
business supply chains in general, and in the burgeoning legal Cannabis trade, in particular. In the
context of numerous supply-chain related scandals reported from businesses around the world,
the blog makes a case for effective due diligence in the global Cannabis supply chain, as the
product finds its feet as a legally traded commodity. Legal in 50 of the 151 countries it is cultivated
in, Cannabis is uniquely positioned to emerge as one of the most demanded commodities of the
next decade, according to Kelly Beker, co-founder, Cannabis Education Guild. 

Collective Action

The Commonwealth 8.7 Network Annual General Meeting - Joint Statement to mark the
International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women

On 25 November 2022, the Commonwealth 8.7 Network held its second Annual General Meeting
(AGM). The AGM gathered 34 members from all five regions - Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America
and the Caribbean, and the Pacific -, and served as an opportunity to reflect on the Network´s
achievements and progress towards the implementation of its three year strategy. Key milestones
of this AGM included interactive group discussions with the Working Groups and Regional Meet-
ups where members discussed the emerging priority issues in their regions.

The second AGM coincided with the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against
Women. After concluding the AGM, the Commonwealth 8.7 Network released its statement to
mark the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women, calling upon leaders of
member nations to redouble their efforts to create a safer Commonwealth for women and girls.

    

Open Advocacy Opportunity: Children and
the Right to a Healthy Environment 

The 8.7 Network is preparing a joint
submission to respond to a call for inputs
from the Committee on the Rights of the
Child. The call encourages stakeholders to
provide suggestions to the 'Draft General
Comment on Children's rights and the
environment with a special focus on climate
change'. The deadline is on 15 February
2023. 

If you would like to contribute to the joint
collective submission, please contact CHRI´s
Legal Research and Advocacy Officer, María
Barraco, at maria@humanrightsinitiative.org
no later than Friday 27 January. 

        

8.7 Members' News

New projects and publications from our members:

Anti-Slavery Australia launches the Speak Now Creative Arts
Competition

The Speak Now Creative Arts Competition, themed
‘Supporting Your Friend’, is part of the prevention work
conducted by Anti-Slavery Australia. The competition is open
to high school students from Years 7-12 across Australia,
and aims to raise awareness within school communities
about forced marriage, and empower young people to
support their peers at risk of forced marriage. To participate,
students are asked to create an artistic work illustrating how
they can support their friend who may be at risk of forced
marriage.

The competition opens on 14 February 2023. Read the
details to participate here.

Devatop Centre for Africa Development launched the
RedCard2Sextortion Campaign to accelerate action against
‘sextortion’

The RedCard2Sextortion campaign will focus on
encouraging youth, leaders, organisations, educators,
activists, agencies, and lawmakers to speak out and take
strategic action towards combating Sextortion. It also seeks
to break the culture of silence, and give room for victims to
speak out and get help. With sustainable synergy and
support, this campaign will be expanded to the six geo-
political zones and some African countries. The campaign
will dig deeper through innovative approaches and tools to
address the issue. 

If you are interested in volunteering or providing technical
support for the RedCard2Sextortion Campaign, click here to
fill the form.

Empower People organised a knowledge and skill building
workshop in India

On 24 and 25 November, Empower People held a
knowledge and skill building workshop on Basic
Management, Negotiation, Conflict Resolution, Networking
and Advocacy skills in Yamuna Nagar, Haryana. The session
was attended by approximately 100 rural women survivors
from across the district, who were trained to enhance their
knowledge, skills and abilities to manage their businesses in
a more sustainable manner.

EU, FIIAPP and NACTAL sensitised 8000 community
members in Nigeria

Under the 11th European Development Fund Project (known
as the Action Against Trafficking in Persons and Smuggling
of Migrants in Nigeria, A-TIPSOM, funded by the European
Union), the International and Ibero-American Foundation for
Administration and Public Policies (FIIAPP) supported the
Network of CSOs Against Trafficking, Abuse and Child
Labour (NACTAL) in organising sensitisation activities across
seven states in Nigeria to mark the 2022 EU Anti-Trafficking
Day. More than 8,000 citizens including students, youth, and
community leaders in Abia, Benue, Borno, Kebbi, Jigawa,
Rivers and Osun State were sensitised on dangers of human
trafficking and how they could play strategic roles in tackling
the menace in their communities.

Shiva Foundation creates new tool for local authorities to
assess modern slavery risk

The scorecard allows local authorities to easily assess their
modern slavery risk across a number of key thematic areas
and provide advice on how they can improve. An
accompanying guide has also been created, providing tiered
signposting to further resources, templates and frameworks
allowing users to embed best practice across their work.

This resource has been created in collaboration by Shiva
Foundation, STOP THE TRAFFIK and the Mekong Club,
with funding from the UK Home Office. The project was
created in light of the Government’s ambitious package of
measures to strengthen the Modern Slavery Act’s
transparency legislation including, amongst other things,
extending the reporting requirement to public bodies with a
budget of £36 million or more.

Upcoming Events

Ongoing

    

Modern Slavery E-Learning Modules

Online event

Unchained Solutions based in Sydney, Australia is offering
six new e-learning modules for industry professionals to
better assess and address the risk of modern slavery to their
business and entire value chains. Each module is priced at
A$80 or £45, and a package of six modules is priced at
A$397 or £227.

Get in touch with Dr Stephen Morse, CEO, Unchained
Solutions, to know more about the modules and how they
could benefit your business. 

Find and purchase the modules here.

                        

23 January and 6 February 

 

Modern Slavery and Safeguarding Training for Social
Action Projects

Online Event 

The Clewer Initiative (TCI) is offering a free 1 hour online
awareness raising session on modern slavery and
safeguarding, for people working and volunteering in social
action projects such as food banks and soup kitchens. The
session will be delivered by Becca Faal and Helen Styles
(safeguarding consultants for TCI) alongside members of the
TCI team. It will build on any previous experience participants
have in the fields of safeguarding and modern slavery. 

You can sign up for the session here.

Resources and Tools

Children, Not Workers: Community based responses to child
labour in the wake of the COVID-19 Pandemic

Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative

This new report from CHRI presents good practice interventions to
tackle child labour in three Commonwealth countries: Ghana, Sri
Lanka, and Trinidad and Tobago. These case studies showcase
good practices and lessons learned from initiatives that
demonstratively contributed to tackling child labour in communities
through collaborative efforts of government, civil society
organisations, and members of the impacted communities
themselves.  

Read the Report here.

Broken Promises: Two years of corporate reporting under
Australia’s Modern Slavery Act 

Human Rights Law Centre et. al. 

A coalition of human rights organisations and academics are calling
on the Australian Federal Government to overhaul Australia's
Modern Slavery Act 2018 (Ch) after a major investigation has found
that  three years into the Act’s operation, companies are still failing
to identify modern slavery risks in their supply chains or to take
action to address them.

Read the report here.

“If we complain, we are fired” - Discrimination and Exploitation
of Migrant Construction Workers on FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022
Stadium Sites

Equidem

This report investigates the occurrence of exploitative and
discriminatory practices against migrant workers from Africa and
Asia who were employed as construction workers and security
guards at FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 stadium sites. 

Read the report here.

Modern Slavery and Forced Marriage: Examining the
relationship

Justice Care

This report explores the complexity of forced marriage, and the
extent to which it fits under the umbrella term of modern slavery, with
the aim of identifying legal and policy gaps, and helping to close
them. 

Read the report here.

‘It has destroyed me’: A legal advice system on the brink

Anti-trafficking and Labour Exploitation Unit

This report discusses how the UK’s legal aid system is failing
survivors of modern slavery and putting them at risk of re-
exploitation. It also reveals the consequences that the delay in
finding legal representation has caused.

Read the report here.

Driving Force - Automotive Supply Chains and Forced Labour
in the Uyghur Region

The Helena Kennedy Centre for International Justice and Nomogaia

This report examines the links between major western car brands
and human rights abuses in China’s Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous
Region (XUAR). Using publicly available sources focusing on metals
that are essential for car manufacturing—steel, aluminium, and
copper—the study found that major international manufacturers all
have suppliers who operate in XUAR.

Read the report here.

Safe Consultations with Survivors of Violence against Women
and Girls

Global Rights for Women, Australian Aid and UN Women

This guide provides practical steps that policymakers can take when
consulting survivors of violence against women to incorporate their
voices into systemic reform efforts. It aims to help policymakers
develop survivor-centred programming on ending violence against
women and girls (VAWG) that meets the needs of diverse groups of
women and girls, including those who are at higher risk of
experiencing violence and discrimination.

Read the guide here.

Effectiveness of public procurement measures in addressing
modern slavery

Modern Slavery and Human Rights Policy and Evidence Centre

This policy brief assesses evidence based on the effectiveness of
relevant public procurement laws, policies and practices to address
modern slavery. It focuses on public procurement measures in
countries similar to the UK where governments have made a stated
commitment to addressing forced labour in supply chains.

Read the policy brief here.

Addressing Modern Slavery in the Clean Energy Sector 

Clean Energy Council

This report raises awareness of modern slavery across the clean
energy industry in Australia, and outlines several strategies and
actions that the industry can take to eliminate modern slavery from
clean energy supply chains. It provides an overview of international
and Commonwealth frameworks on modern slavery, and
summarises available evidence linking modern slavery to clean
energy supply chains.

Read the report here.

Legislating Against Human Trafficking & Forced Labour: The
Role of Parliament to Scrutinise & Raise Awareness

Commonwealth Parliamentary Association UK

This e-Handbook is a comprehensive guide for parliamentarians and
parliamentary officials on legislating effectively against modern
slavery-related crimes. It takes into account emerging trends in
addressing modern slavery, human trafficking and forced labour, and
covers themes such as good practices for parliamentary committees
and evidence hearings.

Read the E-Handbook here.

Blog on Changes to Modern Slavery System

Focus on Labour Exploitation (FLEX)

This blog post analyses the implications of the UK Prime Minister's
Asylum Statement for the identification of survivors of modern
slavery, and the impact of the recent amendments to the modern
slavery guidance. 

Read the blog here.

Join our Network!

Join us today and let's work to eradicate contemporary forms of slavery and human trafficking!
Together, we can raise awareness, strengthen skills, share good practices and advocate for
changes to laws and policies.

The Commonwealth 8.7 Network offers three membership categories based on your/ your
organisation's mandate. To learn more about how you can join, visit: https://www.commonwealth-
87.org/become-a-member

Send us your Stories!

If you are a member of the Commonwealth 8.7 Network and would like to be featured in the next
issue of our newsletter, we invite you to get in touch. And share your stories and photos!-

Thank you!

Keep up to date with us via email and our social media platforms. 

Email YouTube Twitter LinkedIn

We are grateful to all those who have contributed to this edition of The 8.7 Quarterly newsletter
and invite you to share it with your networks.
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